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PREFACE. 



re necelTary to make any 
fervations by way of introdu6tion to th^ J 
following pages, which will fpeak fu%l 
ficiently their own claims to a refcuel 
from oblivion, it would be enough ta 1 
fay that they contain the tefiimony, ia J 
matters of great moment, of One who, i 
was an eminent and diftinguiflied Pre-, j 
late, a native of our own foil, and One j 
whofe humane and gentle difpofition* I 
ferved to commend him to the confi-- 
L^d lpyp,of perfons from whoni^l 
hef 



he flood divided in communion. They 
I might be inclined to claim him for their 

I own for the fentiments avowed fo plain- 

I ly in this piece, but much more for his 

kind and generous fpirit, and his fcorn of 
j overbearing pride. With him, however, 

I the fetter was not altogether broken, al- 

^v though the domination was difowned ; 
^^1 nor was the bondage of a baneful and 
^^ prepofterous ufurpation on the liberties 

of mankind, focial, civil, and religious, 
^^L cafl off wholly from his neck. Ifhewant- 
^^H ed what fome may call the confiflency 
^^B of a More or a Fifher (great names, and 
^^r defervedly refpefted), he kept clear of the 
' worfl violence which was offered to the 

confciences of others, and of the prejudices 
whicli 




which could fii the mind to fome opi- 
nions, although with an acknowledge- 
ment that they were not to he found in 
Scripture. It may, perhaps, he thoughtl 
that this Prelate (hewed a temper more 
congenial with that of his bofom friend! 
Erafmus, whogavethisteftimony of him,! 
that he ranked among the beft learned <j 
his age, was a man of pregnant judge-l 
nient, and great fuavity of manners, yet I 
without impeachment to thegraverhabit|-| 
which became his charafler and ftation, I 
It was no mean praife to have this fuf- j 
frage at the lips of one with whom i 
he had long lived in intimacy, wh(i | 
wrought fo much for the rcftoration <rfl 
found learning, and lent fuchfuccours to| 
a 2 theJ 




^^B 'die permanent and fober reformation 
^H ■«£ religion in this land, where the fingle 
^V iiandard of confeffion was the Word of 
Scripture and the rule of the Apoflles, 
and where the paraphrafes of Erafmus 
were preferred to the inftitutes of Calvin 
or the di6lates of any leader, foreign 
or domeftic. 

With refpeft to the points on which 
fo clear and ftrong a tellimony is de- 
livered in the Sermon, it does not ap- 
Bipear that, in thofe particulars, the 
llBifhop ever changed his mind, whatever 
I %ere the ties which held him, to the laft 
liour of a long life, to the Church of 
|fiome. 

Mr. Strype, our much-cfteeraed 
clefiafti 



ec- j 
ical j 



'(ileriaflical hiftorian, alike diflinguilhed 
Scff fidelity and diligence, has made 
large extrafts* from this Sermon, which I 
he juftly regarded as remarkable in no J 
toommon meafure or degree, and which, I 
'at the diftance of a century from the 1 
firil publication, was reprinted for the ' 
fame reafons. The paffages extra6led J 
by Strype do not, however, by any I 
means, conftitute the moft valuable parts 
of the Sermon, although they might 
excite furprize at the timeof its delivery, 
and well deferved to be recorded for 
pofterity. It is not, then, for the fake 
of thofe keen expoftulations which his 
own experience, and the force of evi- 

' Slope's Mcmnriali, Book i, chap, ii, |i, 336, &c. 

dence 



■ dence too plain to be denied, drew from 
the Preacher with refpeft to the pride 
and infolence of the papal pomp, and 
which form the fubflance of what Strype 
has collected from this difcourfe, that 
this work appears moft valuable. Its 
great worth is far more to be regarded 
in the didactic parts of theology with 
which it commences, where, in the higher 
points of our common faith, upon which 
the Chrillian Church ftands undivided, 
the heads of do6lrine are fltilfully and 
accurately touched. Its excellence ap- 
pears, too, in the controverfial part, in 
.which in the completefl manner, al- 
though with great fimplicity of lan- 
guage, and in very fmall compafs, a 
convincing 



convincing anfwer is returned to evej 
fancied ground of claim that has ba 
attempted from the page of Scriptw 
for the Pope's fupremacy. So full i 
refutation of that main principle < 
papal ufurpation from One who nevei 
fet it forward in the worft way, wha 
the fire and fteel of Perfecution were i 
weapons, may well command the no 
tice of confiderate men. It will bBJ 
found, that, thoug'h meek of fpirit, he4 
did not fear, in very dubious days, tq j 
fpeak his mind ; when Proteflant and 
Papift were going- on one hurdle to one j 
barbarous fcaffold. 

Will it be faid, that the Bifhop had I 
the tide of royal favour and opinioi^J 



with him at that moment ? He had fo : 
but tides turn ; and he who could trull 
to them with no better motive, mull 
have had much lefs fag-acity, and a 
mind lefs candid and lefs honourable, 
Ihan that for which our Prelate had juft 
credit with his friend Erafmua, who 
took a fafer courfe for his own part, and 
purfued a line of condufl at once more 
timid and equivocal. 

What is merely fcarce and curious, 

may be left to thofe who have means 

and leifure for collefling; what Is rare ; 

but it may be well worth the Printer's 

pains to refcue fraaller pieces, which, for 

L their own intrinfic worth, might claim 

L [wefcripiion from the ravages of time, 

^L ili^» but 



f 




but which, from their want of bulk, are 
foon fwept off, when larger volumes 
keep their places (perhaps immoveably' 
upon the flielf. By fuch care, things 
Header wing may be renewed for mi 
than a fummer's flight. By thus mul- 
tiplying copies, we may fupply what is 
wanting, on the fcore of phyfical dimei 
fion, for refifting that ftream whii 
paffes rapidly along, and hurries with il 
not the flraws only and the fcatten 
leaf, but the pebbles, and among thi 
thofe of the fineft grain, which are fil 
for the treafures of the cabinet or tl 
clafp of gold. 

The Sermon is reprinted with a ftriJ 
fidelity. No one word or letter hi 



nes 



PBEFAC^. 

been altered ; nor any change made in 
the pun£luation, except where the com- 
ma and the full point were ufed indif- 
criminately, and produced an erabar- 
raffment which it was needlefs to retain. 




lippen. 2. 



SE THE SAME mind be in you, that was 
in Jefu ChriHe, who beinge alredye in 
the forme of god, thought it no rauync 
to be equalle with god, but he dyd abafe hym 
felfe, lal^ynge vpon hym the fourme of a fcruant, 
borne in (imililude of men, and in (hape founde 
as a man. He dyd humble hym felfe, and be- 
came obedient vnlo deth, ye vnto deih of the 
ifle. Therfore god hath exalted him, and 
isth gyuen hym a name aboue all names, foo 
that in the name of Jefu, euery knee jhall bowe 
downe, of thingea that be in heauen, of thynges 
that be in eartbe, of ihynges that be in helle, and 
that euery tonge maye confefle, that Jefu Chrifte 
is our lorde, to the glory of god the father. 

HThis is in Englyflie thefentenceoftheepyf- 
tle of this daye. And fyrft I do entende by 
four paciencc to declare particularly the lytteral 
A fence 



fay 



A Sermon of Cuthbert 

fence therof, conteynyng the iniinile and inefti- 
mable humilytie and obedience of our fauyour 
Jefu Chrift, Secondly I do entende to fpeake of 
difobedience of men by pry de done to man ageinft 
goddis lawe. And how that may be efchewed, 
Thirdely I ententle to fpeake of difobedience of 
al men by pride done to almighty godj ageynfte 
goddis lawe . And howe tbat may be amended. 
And fu to make an ende. And to teturne to the 
iyrfte. 

% Saynte Paule in the feconde chapyter to the 
Phylyppiens nexte before the wordes, of the 
piflleofthisdaye, commavindyng humylitiewith 
charitie to be vfed, fayth. Ye mufte thynke by 
humilytie euery man to be your fuperyour, not 
confyderynge euery one of you his owoe further- 
ance, but the furtherance of other. Andtherfore 
he exhorteth all men by the example of Chrifte, 
not to regarde nor to take heede to their owne 
aduancemente, but the aduancement of other, 
fayenge. Sec the fame mynde be in you, that 
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BylKhop of Durefme. 
in Jefu Chrill, that is to fay, Shewe humilUie 8c 
paciencefor ihe wellh of other, as ChriHe dyd. 
Whofe hye degre the apoftle Paule here firft 
fpeaketh of. From whychehe was cotitente to 
comme dowoe for our fake. For he beinge m 
the fourme of god thought it noo raiiyn to be 
cqualle with god. what is this to fay, in the 
form of god ? The fenfe therof is this. He was 
ill ful fubClance, in full eiTence, in ful glorie, ia 
eternitie, equal with his father. As for to put 
for our heller erudition of thioges incomprehen- 
fyble farre aboue oure capacitie, an example of 
thinges that we maye vnderftande, to dyrecte vs 
in fome parte to the atlaynynge of hygher 
ihynges. As the bryghlnes is in the fyre, and as 
the image or print is in a fcale, and as a wordc is 
in the mynde, fo the fonne of god is in the father. 
For the brightnes is as foone as the fyre is, and 
the prynle is within the feale, as foone as the 
feale is. And theworde that man wyll exprelTe 
■ in the mynde, as foone as the minde hath con- 




A Sermon of Cuthbert 

^•feyued it, Saynt Paule in the beginnyng of his 
Itpiftle to thti Hebrues Tayth, that the foiine of 
god is the fliynynge of the glory of the father. 
As in the forefayd example, the brightnes is of 
(he fJTe, and fygure of his fubftance, as the prynte 
is of the feale, fup[}ortynge all thynges by the 
worde of his ftrength and vertue, as the mynde 
bryngeth forthe the worde. And where faynt 
Paule faith, that Chrifl thoughte it no rauyn to 
be equalle with god. He meaneth, that he made 
not hym felfe equal to god by vfurpation, but 
god the father begatte hym in the begynning 
equal! to hym felfe. For if he fbulde haue made 
hym felfe equall to god, not beinge fo by nature, 
he Ihulde haue fallen by rauyn, as Lucyfer dyd. 
For he bycaufe he wolde make hym felfe equall 
to god beinge but a creature, dyd falle, and of 
an aungell was made the deuyll. And this his 
pryde he perfwaded to man, by whiche he was 
uiierthrowne hym felfe, faying to Eue before the 
fall of Adam, Tafte of the fruile that is forbid- 
den 



Byflhop of Durefme. 
den youj and ye fhall be as goddis. That is to 
faye in effeft. Take vpon you by vfurpaiion 
that thing, that ye haue not by creation, for foL 
was I ouerthrowen. But Chryfte was borne ia 
the begynnynge equal to his father, not mat 
afler equall, and borne of the fubftance of thJ 
father. Wherfore he dyd not vfurpe e 
vnto god, but was in that equalilie, in whyche fa 
was borne in the begynnyng. 

If It foloweth in the text, but he dydde abad 
hym felfe, takynge vppon hym the forme of 'I 
feruaunt, whyche he dyd, not lefyiig the forme 
of god, in which he was before, but takynge the 
fourme of man, whiche he was not before. And 
therby he was made inferior to his father. And 
yet he abode ftylle equall wilh hym bolhe in one 
perfone, that is lo fay, by reafon that he was 
the worde of god, equalle lo his father, and by 
reafon, he was man inferiour to hym, one f 
of god, and the fame fonne of man. One 
of man, and the fame the fonne of 
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A Sermon of Cuthbeit 

Not two fonoes of god, god & man, but 006* 
fonne of god and manne, god without begyn- 
nynge, man from a certayne begynninge our 
lorde Jefu Chrifte. For as god dothe graunte to 
hi3 creatures, beinge temporall and fubiecte to 
fufferynge, tllat they maye begette the fame 
thynge that they are, howe moche more god 
the father beinge eternall and impaffible dyd be- 
gette his fonnC] not of an other fubilatice than 
he hym felfe is, but of the fame. Whyche is yet 
to our great admiration, bycaufe he begatte hym 
without any alteration, and in fuche equalitie 
with hym felf that ueither in power nor in aege, 
the father gothe before the fonne. 

5[ But the fonne dothe attrybute vnlo the fa- 
ther, and not to hym felfe all that he hath, and 
maye, bycaufe he is not of hym fdfe, but of the 
father. He is equall to the father, but he had 
that fame of his father. Nor he toke not of 
hym felfe to be equall, but he is equall by na- 
tute. As he was euer borne, hewaseuercqualle. 
Wherfore 
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Wherfore the fethcr bygatte bym not InequalU 
to liym felfe, and after he was borne, gaue tfrl 
hym equalitie, but in bygettynge bym, gaue it 1 
vnto hinij bycaufe he begat hym equal, not In- 
feriour to him felfe. But yet he fayihe, his father I 
is fuperiour to bym, bicaufe he toke the forme 1 
of a feruant, not lefyng the forme of god, by 
whyche fourme of a feruaunt he was made infe- 
riour, not onely to bis father, but alfoo to hym 
felfe, as to the fonne of god, and to the holyj 
goolle. Nor only he was inferyoure to the Try- ■ 
nylie, in his forme of manhod, but alfo he 
made iiiferiourvnder angels. And he was 
iiiferyour vnto fomme men, that is to fay, to hiJK 
mother, and to Jofepb, whom men tooke to bdm 
his father, to whome be was fuhiecte, as jt iit| 
wrytten in the feconde chapter of Luke. AnA 
for the form of a feruant, he fayd. My father fc 
fuperiour vnto me. And for the forme of g 
whyche he neuer lefte, be faid in the tentM 
chspiter 1 
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A Sermon of Cuthbert 

chapiter of John, I and my father are one ihyngej. 
that is to fay, one fubAance. 

IT In forme of god, he was fuperiour to hym 
felfe, and in forme of mail, he was inferiour to 
hym felfe. And therfore not without a canfe, 
the fcrlplure fayth both the fonne eqiiall to the 
father, and the father fuperiour to the fonne, 
the one for the forme of god, the other for the 
forme of man, without confoundynge the oone 
nature into the other, bolhe natures of god and 
man, beingc in oneperfone. In the forme of 
man, whiche he toke for vs, he was borne, and 
he fuffered, and he arofe from (lethe to lyfe, ^nd 
afcended into heauen. By the fyrfte [wo, that 
is to fay, by his byrthe and his paflyon he (hew- 
ed to vs oure eftate. By the two lafte, that is to 
(ay, his refurreftion and hisafcenlion, he (Iiew- 
ed to vs anexaumple of our rewarde. The two 
fyrfte, all that be borne doo ft-le, and the two 
lafte we fliall altayne, if we do beleue in hym. 
UAad 
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f And as the apoftelle faythe, Chryfte thought 
ii no raayn to be equal with god, fo faynt John 
in the begynnynge of his gofpell faylh. Thai . 
the worde, whyche is the fonne was god. And | 
as Paule failhe here, that he dyd abafe him j 
felfe to take vpon hym the forme of a feruantj I 
fo faint John faythe, The worde of god is made 1 
Flefiie, that is lo faye, Man : and hathe dwelte J 
amongelt vs, god and man in one perfon. Fovfl 
as the nomber of perfons is not increafed> whanl 
the fowie is knyt to the body, to make therbyi 
one man, foo is not in ChriAe the nomber of j 
perfons increafed, whan man is knyttc to tM 1 
word of god, to make one Chrifle, 

^ It foloweth in the text. He was made ill 1 
limylytude of men, that is to faye, he toke all out ' 
nature vpon hym, al be it, be was without fynne, 
and he left no camal procreation, by generation 
camall. Nor that onely was in hym, that ap- 
piered tn outwarde vyfage, his manhode but god- 
heed alfo was in him. For he was not only man. 
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A Sermon of Cuthbeft 

but in his perfon, godbeed was knytte witb man- 
hoode. And therfore he faith here, that he was 
lyke to men, but more was in bym, than is in 
men. For we be made of foule and bodye. He 
had bothe foule and body and godheed. And 
therfore he fayihe here, in limilytude of men. As 
faynt Paule faithe in the viii. chapiter to ihe 
Romayns, God fente his fonne into theworlde, 
in fymyiytude of fynfull flefhe, not bycaufe he 
lacked flefihe, but bycaufe the fleffhe that he 
tooke, lacked fynne, and yet was it lyke to our 
flefflie, whiclie is fubiecte to fynne, lyke by na- 
ture, but not lyke by wyckedncs. 

^ It folowethe in the text, that in (hap he 
was founde as a man. That is to fay, where he 
was without bodyly fiiappe, he toke vppon hym 
the fourme and fhappe of a man, abydynge llylle 
god as he was before, but in fygure, that is to 
iiiye, in fleffhe, he was made a man, and cleddc 
ith manhode,'as with a clothynge, not thai his 
godheed was chaunged thereby into manhode, as 
the 
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the members of a man be not cbaungyd by pul- 
tyng on of a new garment. And he faith, that 
he was found in fhappe as a man, bycaufe be J 

Ifeemed outwardly but one of the common forti 
of men, and yet he was more than foo. For bBjl 
lAas god thcrwith. And yet was he a very i 
in nature, not in phanlafy and ymagi nation*] 
Saynt Panle alfo in the feconde chapyter of ihefl 
fyrfte Eplftle to Timothe, callyth hym a manne, 1 
fayenge. There is one mediator of god and man, 
A man Chrif^ Jefu. And as he is in the forme 
of god, perfyte god, fo is he in the forme of 
man, a perfyte man. 

1[ It foloweth in the texte, Chrifte hath bum- 
bled hym felfe, and became obedient vnto dethe. 
Here we may lerne bumilitie as Chrille dolhe 
teache vs in thexi. of Mathewe, fayenge, Lernc 
of me, for I am meke and humble in harte. He 
was made for the a man without fynne. And 
thou fynfull manne, why wylte thou not come 
to hym, that callyth the, and fayth ? Come to 
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A Sermon of Cuthbert 
Lme all ye that do trauayle, and be ouercharg 
, ind I flial refreflie you. Thou prowde fy< 
man, why art thou fo prowde ? Chrille becaffl 
obedient for thy fake to be incarnate, and i 
take part of the mortalitie of man. He was » 
dient fo farre, that he fuffered. 

^ Fyrft to be tempted of the tlyuell. He v 
obediente to fufFre the mockynge of the people 
of Jewea. He was obedyente to fuffer to be 
bound, bobbed, and fpitted at, to be ftryken, and 
to be fcourged. And yet he was further obedient 
to die for the thou fynfiill man . 

1[ It was a great humilitie at his byrth to lye in 
the maunger with beaftes, for lacke of a cradeJl. 
It was a more humylitie to lyue xxxiii. yeres 
amongeil fynners, he beinge without fpotte of 
fynne. The mod abundant humilylie was that 

I he fuSered vpon the croITe betwyxte two mur- 
derers. 
U It was a harde fuffering, that he fuffred for 
wicked men. It was more harde that he fuffered 
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oFwycked men. And the moll hardeft of all was, 
that he fuflred wilh wicked men, and the fame 
deth that wicked men and murlherers do fufler. 

% It foloweth in the texte, that be fufiered 
the deth of the crolTe : wblche deatbe was worde 
of all olher kyndes of detlie. For ihofe that 
were putte to that deatbe, were fyrll nayled vpon 
the crolTe, handes and fete drawen on length, 
and Aretched abroode, hanged vp m the ayre, 
quycke, naked, and bledynge, not bycaufe long- 
er lyfe fliouldefolowe thereby, but bycaufe the 
delhe it felfe was prolonged to make the peync 
the more, lefte the JhorteoeflTe therof ftioulde 
lefle haue bene felte. Hangynge, or drownyng, 
or ftryking of the heed, be peynes foone ouer- 
paffyng. But the deatheoftbe crolTc longetyme 
dothc endure: In whiche they were wonte to 
breake tbeyr leggca, to make theym dye more 
peynfully, as we rede in the xix chapiter of John. 

K This deth of the crofle was the worfle deathe 
that the Jewes coulde ymagyne for hym to dye, 
B but 
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but yet Chrifte dyd chofe this deathe, and in- 
tended to make it to be his fygne ; and to make 
of it hifl badge, that all men beleuynge in hym, 
ftiulde in thcyr forheaddes make his fygne of 
the croffe, as it was prophecied and fygured be- 
fore in the ix. chapiter of Ezechiel : and gloric 
in the croffe of Chrifte. As fayncte Paule in 
the laft chapiter to the Galaihies fayth, God for- 
byd, that I fhuld glory in any ihynge but in the 
croffe of our lorde Jefu Chrifte, by which the 
worlde is crucified to me, and I to the worlde. 

K There was nothynge before more intollcra- 
ble to the fleflie of man, than deth of the croffe. 
And there is iiowc nothyng more glorious felle 
forth in the forheade of a chriften man, than the 
fygne of the croiTe. Here we maye^note, whst 
hye rewarde in heauen is referued to a chryl&n 
man, wban Chrifte hath gyuen fuche an honour 
- to the forme of the croffe, reprefentynge to va 
his pgffion, for nowe the forme of the crofle is 
fo hononrcd amongeft chriften men, that if a 
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mau worthye to dye flioulde be cracificd, it 
Ihoulde be thought amongell chriilea ratn, that 
he fliulde thereby rather be honoured than pu" 
niOied. The crofle ia now euery where amongeft 
Chrifleii men ere£ied and fctte vp as an arehe 
triumphal ageintl the deuyll, dcclaryng vnto vs 
the vy&orie and tritiniphe, that Chrid vpon the 
crofle obteyncd agaynii the deuyll in cancellyng 
the bonde of our fynne, wherin we were boiindc 
to the dyudl, and fallenyiige it cancellyd to hia 
croffe, aa fayncte Paule faythe in the fcconds 
chapiter to the Coloffiaiis. 

5F It foloweth in the texl, ihcrfbrc god hath 
exalted him, aod halh gyuen lo him a name, that 
ia abaue all names. Here it is lo be noted, that 
God gane to Chrille hia exaltation, as ta man, 
and not as to god. For there waa neucr no tyme 
before he was madt man, that he in the fouimc 
of god was not exaSled, nor no lyme that all 
thinges dyd not bowe downe to hyro, that be i 
erthe, and heil. And for that eaofe h 
faythi 
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faythe, Therfore, that Is to fay, for his manbode 
8c forme of a feruant taken vpon hynij and vnited 
to his godheed, and for hia obedience vnto 
deatbe of the croffe. For in the fame fourme 
of man, in whiche he was crucified, in the fame 
he was exalted. And a name was gyuen to hym 
aboue all names. That he beinge iti the forme of 
a femant, ryfynge from dealhe of the fleffiie to 
lyfe, and afcendynge vp into heuen, fliulde be 
called the onely begotten fonne of god, whiche 
name he as the worde and fonne of god eternally 
begotten of god, and equal] to god, hadde before. 
Wherof the aungell fent to the bleffed vyrgine 
Marye before his byrthe prophecied, fayeng, in 
the firll chapiter of Luke, That holy byrthe that 

I Ihall be home of the, fhall be called the fonne of 

^^K god. This hyghe exaltation of Chrifie gyucn 
^^H to hym for his manhoode and fufferaunce of 
^^^ deathe for mankynde, is lyke to that, that Chryfle 
I hym fetfe fpakein the lalle chapiter of Mathewe, 

^^_ fayingc. All power is gyuen to me in heuen and 
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in ertbe, whiche he fpake of his niaahod^t and 
not ]oF his godhecd, for by his godheed, he had 
it, before he was man. 

H It foioweth in the teste, that in the 
of Jefu euery knee flial bow down of all ihyngi 
that be in beaiien, or that be in erthe, or that be 
in helle. That is to fay, of auiigels, of men, and 
ofdyuelles. For the aungelles of heiten at his 
afceniion gloryfied in hym the nature of man, 
and bowed downe to hym exalted aboue all an- 
gels. And men in ertfa do glorifie in hym, and 
do kncle down to hym, and adore hym, as tl 
rcdemer, and god and man. The deuylles 
ftowpe downe to hym for feare; and one of them 
whom he expelled from a bodyc poflefTed by 
hym, faydc to hym, I do knowe that thou arte 
the holy man of god. And all the deuyls fhall 
knowe his power, whan he Ihall lit in iugement, 
rewardyng good men, and punydiynge the euylL 
And the bowynge down of euery knee, is meat 
the fubmyflyon of all creatures to theyr maket, 
B2 not 
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Dot that eytber aungels or deuylles haue bodily 
knees, but bicaufe we men that haue bodies in 
our fubmylHon doo bowe oure knees. And 
therefore fubmylTyon of all creatures to theyr 
maker is ment therby. The deuyls alfoo feared 
his power, and bowed downe to hym, whanne 
his fowle with his godheade defcended into belle, 
there to delyuer the fowles of all ryghtuous men, 
which were deed before Chrifi, and defcended 
thyther, bycaufe heauen gates were not yet by 
hym opened. His godheed ones knytte by bis 
iDcarnation to his body and his fowle, neuer de- 
parted after from either of theym hothe, but ftyl 
abode with them, that is to faye, with his bodye 
in the fepulchre, and with his foule defcendyng 
into hell, neuer departyng from neither of theym, 
after his incarnation. 

% It foloweth in the texte. And euerye tonge 

fhall confeffe and knowledge, that Jefu Chrifte 

is our lorde,to the glorieof god his father. That 

ii to fay, to the bye preferrement therof> for the 

glorye 
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glorye of the father is to baue fucb a fonaej 
lord of all, maker of all, and god of all. To 
whome all be fubiectes and do obey. Towhomo 
all creatures do bowe dowiie, and whom all 
tonges do exalte and glorifie. 

If The glorj'e of god the father is, that the 
fonne euery where be gloryfyed, lyke as where 
god the fonne is defpifed, there god the fathi 
defpifed ; and blafpheniy fpoken ageiuA god the 
fonne, is fpoken alfo ageynflc god the fathei 
Lyke as amongell men, difhonour done to 
fonne foundelh to the dyfhonour of the father.^ 
For betwyxte god the father, and god the foni 
there is no difference, but that that ryfeth and 
commeth by dyuerfitie of theyr perfones. And 
thcrfore the honour or dyihonoure of god the 
fonne, ftretchcth to the honour or dyflionour of 
god the father. Where the fonne is perfit in all 
thynges, it is the honour of the father, that fo 
begat hym, of whome he had it. And where he 
needeih noihynge, it is the honor of his father, 
of 
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of whom he halh all plenlie. And where he by 
his godheed is not inferiour lo his father, it is 
the honoure of his father, of whome he hathe the 
fame fubftance, and the fame eflence ; and where 
he is wyfe, it is the honour of [he father, whofe 
wyfcdome he is ; and where he is good, it is the 
honour of the father, of whom he hath it. And 
where he is almyghly, it is the honour of ihe 
father, whofe arme he is. In all thefe ihynges 
it is the hyghe honour of god the father, that he 
eternally begatte a fonne of fo moche glorye. 

% And it is a great demonflration, that Chrifl 
the fonne of god is god by nature, bycaufe he 
liutnbled bym felfe, lakynge mans nature vppon 
■hym. For he knewe, that by his humiiytie he 
'coulde fuffer no damage in the highnes of his 
godly nature. For his godly nature coulde not 
be hydde, nor kepte vnder, nor oppre0cd by 
^y humilitie. His humilitle therfore is an eni- 
Vent argument of his natural godheed. And 
■therfbre if any man do defyre lo be greate in 
^ vertue. 
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venue, lette hym humble hym felf ; fur hui 
tilie Ifceweth the greataes of vertue. Lei hj 
folowe Chrii^e in humilitie, and he {hall gayae 
great thynges iherby. He thai is pore in vertue 
feareth to humble hym felfe, lefte he {houlde 
fall from his feyued Sc diiTembled height. And 
he that is ryche in vertue, doth humble hym 
felfe, knowynge that he hathc in hym vertue, 
whereby he Ihall be exalted, whyche vertue can 
not be hyd. As a candell bournynge can not be 
hyd in a darke houfe, nor a fwete fmel] hydde in 
any corner, but it wyll by the good flauour iher- 
of difclofe where it is, and allure men to take VR^J 
the thynge that fo fmelleth. 

^ So we do fe in the epillle of this day, that 
Chiifle for his humylite hath receyued exalta- 
tion, as he hym felfe faith in the gofpel in the 
xxiii. chap, of Mat. And for bis obedience he 
hath receiued highe honor, to haue a name 
^loue al names. And for hla pacience and paf- 
SoDj he hathe receiued power ouer al, that al 
creatur^^ 
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creatures do bowe downe to hym. And for hU 
infinite charitieagaynll mankytide, he dothc re- 
ceyiie of al faithful people, laude, pra'ife, and 
glorie. And thus haue we hyihcrlo declared the 
lyiterall fenfe of the epiftle of this day, by whiche 
ye may fe, that the hwmilytie and obedience of 
Chrift dothe furmount all examples of humi- 
litie and obedience of the olde teHatnente, as 
fiirre as the bryghte fliynynge of the foniie is 
aboue the dymme lygbte of an olde lanterne. 
For if we fhulde compare thehumilitie and obe- 
dience of Abraham, who lefte his counlrcy of 
Chaldee by goddis com maun dement, and went 
forwardes, not knowynge whither he flialdegoo, 
to the hitmilitie and obcdj'ence of Chrifte, Mrho 
dtfcended from hcauen to be incarnate and fiiRer 
deathc for vs in forme of man ; there is almooRc 
noo comparifon, for where all the worldc is full 
of myferie, Abraham went but frome one wretch- 
ed place therof, to an other moche lyke. But 
Chrift, beinge the fonne of god, from the be- 
gynnynge 
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gynuynge cuer in gloty, and in beuen with his 
father, where no miferie neuer was, nor none 
can be, came tlowne from heuento be incarnate, 
and to ]yue in this wretched worlde, knowynge 
it before lobe the valieof myfery, 

U Lykewife if we fliulde compare Ifaac, 
■whan his father wente to facrifyce hym, bare ibc! 
fagole that ihulde make the fyre of his facrifyce, 
to Chryfte bearynge his croffe whanne he wente 
to his death, (wherof Ifaac was a fygure) 
obedience of Ifaac is farre benetli Chryfiia ol 
dience. For Ifaac going with his father, kiiewe 
iioihynge what his father dyd meane, whan he 
badde him beare the fagoile } whiche apjietelh 
by that whan he afked hi» father, where the fa- 
cryfyce was that Ihulde be hrenie. But Chrifte 
the fonne of god, before he was incarnate, knene 
all the couTireU and fecretes of the father of bea- 
uen, and yet he was coniente wyllyngly for our 
fake to be incarnate, and to fiiffer deatbe vppon 
the crofle, and (hewed before to his difciples, 
that 
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tliat he wolde and fhulde lb do ; fo that in com- 
parynge the great and infinite humilitie and obe- 
dience of Chrille, with the liumilytte and obe- 
dyence of other that were in the olde teftamcnt, 
we fhall fynd them lo be as fayncte Paule faythe, 
but fygures and (hadowes, as fygnres of men 
paynted be farre vnder the liuynge bodies of 
men. And as the lyuynge body of a man farre 
pafTeth in fubftaunce the ftiadowe of the fame, 
foo the vertues of Chrifte fo farre doexcede the 
'^ertues of good men that were in the old teOa- 
ment ^gures of hym, that his vertues be fei 
aboue theirs, than heaucn is aboue the erthe, 
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' HvTHERTO we haue declared the trewe fenfe 

of the epiftle of this daye, redde in the churche, 
conteynyngc foo great humilitie and obedience 
of our fauiour Chrifte, that nether by the tonge 
of man it can be worthyly exprefled, nor yet in 1 
any wyfe by mans thought comprifed. But 
^^H nowe let vs fomewhat fpeke of the vyce and 
^^^ fynne 
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lynne of Difobedyence, wh'iche Aall more fette ' 
forthe ihe incomparable verlue of Chrifiis humi- 
liiieand obedience, and alfo open vnto vs, howe 
farre they be from Chrifte and howe contrary to 
his do£t[ine, that do gyne theymfelfes to difobe- 
dience. tWhiche difobedyence was the ^rfle 
fyone that man after his creation dyd commyt, 
and is alwaye ioyned with all other fynnes, as a ' 
companyon neuer departynge frome theytn. For 
euerye fynne that men doo fall in is done agaynft 
goddes lawe, foo ihat the tranfgrelTion and dyf- 
obeyfaunce of goddis law is coupled with euery 
fynne. For if we obeyde goddis lawe, as we 
ougbte to do, than we fliuld not fynne. 

% And that dyfobedienco was the fyrfte fynne 
done by man after his creation, it playncly dothe 
appere in the thyrde chapiter of Genefis, where 
after Adam was put in Paradyfe by almyghtyc 
god, and commaunded to eate of all the fruites 
in the fame, excepte the tree of knowledge of ' 
good and euyll, whiche he was commaunded to 
C forbeare* 
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forbeare, and not to towcfae nor eale of the 
fruite of it, the dyuelle in the ferpent fayd to 
EuBj God, that forbad you to cate of that tree, 
knoweth, that what daye fo euer ye do eatc of 
that tree, your eyes ihal! be opened, and ye flial 
be 33 goddes, knowynge good and euylle. By 
whyche fals perfwafion, the woman induced 
dydde eate of the tree forboden, and gaiie vnto 
her houfbande, who eate alfo of the fame, difo- 
beyeoge goddis com maun dement, who com- 
luaunded that in no wyfe they fhulde louche it, 
vpoR peyn of dethe to folowe for theyr difobe-* 
dience ; for whyche difobedyence not ouelyc 
they were forthwith expelled out of Paradife, bm 
olfo they and al! mankynde was, by the fentence 
of almyghty god, made fubiefte to deathe, and lo 
mortal itie. 

^Difobedience hath alfo pride euermore an- 
nexed Tnto it, whyche makelhe hym that dif> 
obeyeth to contemne to obey, and to care ii»> 
thyng at all to difobey, as dolh appere by ihc 
falle 
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falle of the dyuell, defcnbed vnto vs hy the holy 
gofte in the perfon of Nabugodonofor, the rerye 
chylde of the deuyl, in the xiiii. chapter of Efai, 
where Lucifer an high and bright aungell, full of 
beautie and kll clereueffc, as foonc as be was 
create, not gyuynge thankes to aimyghtye god 
for his natural! gyftes, giuen to him in his cre- 
ation, but by pride reputynge lo baue them of 
hytn felfe, and not of god, fayde in his harte, I 
ffiall afccnde into heuen ; 1 Ihall exalte my feale 
aboue the flerres of god ; I fliall afcende ahoue 
the height of the clowdcs ; I ihall be lyke to ai- 
myghtye god. But bis faile and myne is forthe- 
with there defcribed, where the prophete addeth, 
fayenge, But yet tor all this, thou {halte be 
plucked downc to helle in to the bottome of the 
lake. And Chryfte alfo in the gofpelle of Luke, 
in the x. chapiter tefli6eth his fall, fayenge, I 
fawe Satan fall from heuen as a lyghlnyng. So 
wc fe, that difobedience of the deuyll, not kc- 
pyngeihe order of his creation, but furmountynge' 
farre 
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farreaboue it, and contempnyn^e the degree that 
his maker had put hym in, was the caufe of his 
faile. 

% Nowe what (hall we faye of thofe whome 
god halhe create to be fubieftes, commandyng 
them by his worde to obey their princis and go- 
uernours i Who not onely do refiife to obey 
goddis com man dement, but, contrary to his 
worde, wylle be abone theyr gouernours, in re- 
fufynge to obey themj and farthermore alfo 
woll baue their pryacis proflrate vppoa the 
grounde, to whome they owe fiibieition, to adore 
ihem by godly honour vpon the erlhe, & to 
Icyffe their fete, as yf they were god, where they 
be but wretched mcnne. Aud yet they looke, 
that their pryncis fhulde do it vnto them, and 
alfo all other chryllen men, owynge iheym no 
fubie£tion, fhulde of duetie do [he fame : do not 
thefc, as ye thynke, folowe the pryde of Lucyfer 
their father ? who make theym feifcs felowes to 
God, contrarye to his word. But who I pray you 
be 
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be thele, that men nuy knowe them ? Sorely 
the bylllioppes of Rome be thofe, whome I tioo 
mcane ; who doo exalte their fcatc aboue tbe 
llerres of god, and do afcende aboue the clawdaWfl 
«nd wyll be lyke to almyghly god. Th« fterr« 
of god be mentc the aungels of heuen ; fon ae 
^erres do ftewe vnto vs in parte the lygbt of 
hcauen, foo do auugellea fciite vnto mta, {hewe 
the heauenly lyghtc of the grate of god U> ihole 
(0 whome they be fetilc. And the ciowdesfyg- 
flilyed in the olde teftament the prophetes, aiid 
in the newe do fygnyfie the apoftels and prechers 
of the word of god. For as the cloudea doo con- 
ccyue and gather in the (kyc moyfturc, whyche 
ihey after powie down vpon the ground to make 
it therby more fruitefull ; foo the propheles ia 
the olde t«ftament, and the Apoftelles and 
preachers in the newe, do powre into our cares 
the moyfture of theyr heaoenly doftrine of the 
iiorde of god, to make therwith by grace our 
fowles, beinge feere and drye, brynge forlhe frtiite 
C2 of 
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of tbelpirile. Thus do al auncient expofytour>, 
uid amonge theym faynde Augufline, inter- 
pretc to be mcnt in fcripture, (lerres and dowdea, 
m the expofytion of the xlv, pfalme. 

If But faynt John euangelift wrileth in the 
xix. chapiter of the apocalips, and in the xx'u. 
alfo, that whan he wolde baue fallen downe at 
the aungelles foote, that dyd fhewe hyai thoJc 
vylions there written, to haue adored hym with 
godly worfliyp, the aungelle fayde vnto hym. 
See thou doo not Too, for I am the feruaunte of 
God as Ihou arte. Gyue adoration and godly 
worftiyppe to god, and not to me. Here it ap- 
pereth, that the byffliops of Rome fufferynge all 
men proftrate before them, to kyfle their feete, 
ye the fame princis to whom they owe fubieftion, 
do clymme vp ahoue the aungelles, whyche re- 
fufed fuche godly worfliyp and adoration. We 
do rede in the gofpellc of Luce, in the vii. 
chapiter, that as Chryfte fatte at dyner in the 
'c of the pbaryfee, a fynfull woman of that 
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cilic came into the howfe, hauynge a boxe 
precious oynlment, who kncled downe, and 
der the bourde with wepinge teares wafflied his 
fete, and dried them with the hearc of her heed, 
and kyfled his fete, and annoynted them with her 
precious oyntmcnie ; whithe adoration Chryfte, 
beinge boihe god and man, there dyd acccpte, 
fbrgyuynge the I'ynful woman her fynncs for her 
&yth and her repentauoce, wherby he dydde 
Oiewehis godheed to the pharifee, whyche toke 
bym hut as a holy man; for only god dothe 
remyllc fynne. We rede alfo in the xii. of the 
gofpell of John, that Mary the fyfter of Martha 
lykewife dyd annoynt his feete, and drie theym 
with her heare of her heed, whiche godly ho- 
nour Chrifte as god receyued. But neyther we 
can fynde in fcnpture, that fuche godlye honour 
of that fort hath ben done to roan only, nor we 
rede not in any hitloris that chriflen pnncis 
taaue admytted fuche adoration due only vnlo 
god. Chritlen princis be content to fee their 
fubie^es 
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fubieftes kncle vnto them. And if they fuflur 
theyr fubieftes to kyffe thcyr handes, whan they 
put forth (heir handcs to thcym, it is the mooftc 
worldety honour that they fuffer to be done vnto 
them. But yet Chnfte ofTcred his fete beinge 
bare to be wafthed u'ilh leares and kyfled, as ap* 
pcreth by the gafpel of Luke ; for he faid to the 
(iharifte that bad hym to dyner, and wondered 
why he fuffred ihe fynfull woman to approche 
fo nere vnlo hym, thit al be it he had made hvm 
a good dyrer, yet the fynful woman hadde done 
more than he. For he hadde not gy\icn hvni 
water to wtflie hia fele, but ftie, fens he entred 
into his honfc, had not ccfled to wefflie hia fete 
with her teares. And fete be waflhed to no man 
but whan they be naked, foo that it appereth 
hat Ghryflis feete than waRied with teres an4 I 
rjrfied were bare. But the byfliop of Rome of- 
eretb lirs fete to be kiffed, fhod with his fhoes 
1 On ; for I fe my felfe being ihan prefent xxxiiii. 
Ljrere ago, wlian Julius than biihop of Rome ftode 
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on his fete, and one of his cbamberlaynes belde 
vp his Ikyrt, bycaufe it flode not as he thought 
with his dignitie that he ihiiWe doo it hym 
felfe^ that his fhowe myght appere, whyles a 
noble mannc of great age dyd proftrate hym 
feife vppon the grounde, and kyffed his nioo, 
whychc he flately fuffered to be doone, as of 
duetie. Where me thynke I fawe Cornelius 
Centuryon, capytayne of the Italyoos bende fj 
ken of in the tenth chapiter of the a£tes, fu 
myttynge hym felfc to Peter, and moche 
nourytige bym ; but I fawe not Peter there to 
take hym vp, and to byd hym ryfe, fayenge, I 
am a man as thou arte, as faynte Peter dyd faye 
to Cornelius; fo that the byflioppes of Rome, 
admyttynge fuche adoration dewe vnto god, do 
clymme aboue the heuenly clowdes, that is to 
faye, aboue the apoHels fent into the worlde by 
Chryfte, to water the earthlye and carnall hartes 
of men, by their heauenly do£trine of the worde 
of god. 
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% And ihai by the worde of god all men ought 
I to obey the poleflatea and gouernours of the 
worlde, as eniperoiirs, kyiiges and princis of ail 
fortea, what name fo euer the faide fupremc 
powers doo vfe for the countreya in which they 
be, (aynie Peter playiily doihe tcache vs, in the 
fecond chapiter of his fyrft epiftle, faycng, Be yc 
fubiede to euery humayn creature for goddis 
fake, whether it be kynge as chiefe heed, or 
dukes, or goucrnours, as fente from god to the 
vengeannce and punyfliemente of euyll doers, 
and to the Jaude of good doers ; for fo is the 
wyllofgod, fo that faynt Peter hyra felfe in his 
Epillle commaundclh all worldly prynccs in 
theyr olTyce to beobeyd, as the niiny{iers<^god 
by allcbriften men. 
I fl And accordynge vnto the fame, faynle 
*9lule in the xiii. chapiter to the Romaincs 
faythe, Euery lyuynge man be fubiefte to the 
high powers, for the high powers be of got). 
And who fo euer rcfifleih the highe powers, re- 
fyfteth 
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fyfteth the ordynance of god, and purchafeth 
tljcrby to him felf damnatioo : for the hyghe 
powers be the mynyders of god, to fuccour and 
lawde well doers ; the mynyftera of goj, to pu- 
nj'ffhe euyll doers ; and the niynyflers of god, 
to doo iuflice to all men : for whiche Mufe they 
receyued tribute ; and Icfl men fbuide forgette 
theyr duetie of obedyence to theyr princis, it is 
there tbryfe repeted, that they be the niyniflers 
of god, whofe place in theyr gouernance they do 
rcprefent ; fo that voto ihcm al men muft obey, 
apoilels, patriarches, primates, archebyfljoppes, 
byflioppes, prieftes, and all of the ctergie ; and 
all nolile men of what degree fo euer they be, 
bang within their gouernauncc, with all the 
people alfo. And therfore the byfliop of Rome 
owetb lykewyfe to his foueraiu and fuperiour 
like fubie^ion by the word of god, taught vnlo 
vs by Peter and Paule, as other biJhoppes do 
owe to theyr princes, vnder whom they be. 
And therfore Agalho ihc byfliop of Rome, in 
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I'Whofe tyme was the vi. fynode 8c counfell ge- 
I neral, after his eleaion fent to the emperour then 
beinge at Coiitlanlinople to haiie his cledion 
slowed before he wolde be confecrale, after the 
olde ciiflomc at that tyme vfed. And an other 
byflioppe of Rome called Vitalianus dyd the 
fame, as it is wrytlen in the decrees, in the Ixiii. 
diftinftion, in the chapitre hegynnynge, Agatbo ; 
and as faynle Gregory and faynte Ambiofe ha.d 
done before theym, as it is whiten in the chapiter. 
Cum huge, in the fame diftin&ion, ihe byfhops 
of Rome at that lyme folowed the doSrine of 
fayn£te Peter and faynte Paule lefle vnto them, 
to be fubieftes, and to obey ibeyr princes. 

H The gofpelle alfo teacheth vs in the xxii. 
chapiter of Luce, howe the apoftels fell' at con- 
tention araonge thein felfes ihe nyghte befiii 
the paflyon, who amonge them fhulde be fu] 
riour, and aboue the other ; whyche theyr con- 
tention Chryfte difcuffed, fayeiig on this wyfe. 
The kynges of people and nations haue domi- 
nion 
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nion ouer ihem, and thofe thathaue power oust 1 
'hem be called benefa<£lors of them. But fo it I 
fliajl not be amongefl you, but who fo eusr 1 
amongeA you is ihe greater, (ball be as the I 
yonger ; and who foo euer amongeft you Ihall 
be chiefe, Hiall be as a feruant aiid a minifkr. 
For who is fuperiour ? he that fytletb at the 
table, or he that ferueib at the table ? is not 
he fuperiour that fytteth? But I am amonge&e 
you as he that mynyfirelh aud femeth. And ye 
be ihofe that baue bytldeu with me in my temp- 
tations; and I ordcyn for yoktj as wy father hath 
ordeyned for me a kyngdomc, that ye fhall eate 
and drynk at my bourde in my kyngdome, and 
Ihal fyttevpoQ featcSj iudgyug the xii, tribes of 
Ifrael. Here we doo fee, that Chryfle wolde 
haue the mekelle and mofie humble to be chiefe 
in his6ockc, by humilitie and by feroyce done 
to other, as Chryfte,by example, had waflied the 
i'ete of his apoftelles the fame nyghte a lyttcll be- 
fore. And it appereth alfo, that he wolde not leauc 
D amongeft 
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amoDgell his apollelles a worldly kyngdome, 
wlierby they ibulde worldely reygne ouer other, 
but that he ordeyned for them a heuenly kynge- 
dome to reigne with hym in heauen, and to fytte 
with hym in iudgement, to itidge the xii. tribes 
of Ifracll, that is to fay, by the example of their 
fayth, who beleued in Chrifte, to condemne the 
itifidelite ofthe Jewes that wolde not beleue in 
hym, but fhamefuUy put him to deth. So that 
herby it is proued playnly, that Chryfte lefte to 
his difciples no worldely kyngedome here in 
erthe to haue princis vnder them. A lyke dyf- 
cuffynge of this contention of fuperioritie, whiche 
an other tyme rofe alfo eraonge the apollelles, 
ia conteyned in the tenth chapter of Mark, and 
the XX, chaptre of Mathewe, and by lyke wordes 
abfolued, that mekenes and not fuperiorite (hulde 
be regarded amonge them, for the apoftels, be- 
fore the commynge of the holy goft, after the 
tyme of the refurreflion, eiien at the tyme of 
ChriAis afcention, afked hym, whether he wolde 
reftorc 
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reflore again the worldely kyngedome of Ifraellj 
for whiche kyngedome at that tyme they dyd 
loke, as Cieophas fayd in the h& chapitre of 
Luce vnto Chrill apperyng to hym and his 
felowe goinge in to Emails, We trufled that he 
was the man that fliulde haue redemed Ifraelt. 
And yet vnto this daye the iewes do loke for 
iheyr IMefljas to come and to reigne amonge 
them by a worldely kyngedome in Hierufalein, 
as Dauid dyd, but Chrille lefte to his difciples 
Qo fuche worldelyc kyngedome, but fayde it 
lliuldc not be fo emong them, as it was emoDge'l 
ihe princis of the world. 

H And where Chrifte, in the lafte chapyter of 
Mathewe, fayde after his refurre£tton, All power 
>• gyuen to me in heuen and in erthe, fo that 
both in his goodheed and in his manhode alfa 
infeporably vnite in one pcrfone, that is to faye, 
in one Chrifl:e, and two natures, god and man> 
he bad all power gyuen to hym as man, whiche 
e begynnynge he euer had as the fonne 
of 
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of god, with god his father. Yet neuer the 
lefle he neuer chaunged the aiiftoritie of worltiiy 
kinges and prlncis, but by his owne word com- 
manded them flylle to be obeyed by theyr fub- 
ieftes, as they had ben before his incarnation, 
ftiyinge in the xxii. chapyler of Matthewe, whan 
the Jewes axed hym whether ihey Ihulde payc 
tribute to Ceafar or noo, he bad theym gyue to 
Cefar thofe thynges that be his, and to god tbofe 
thingca that be his, fygnifyenge vnto theym, 
that tribute was dewe to Ccfar, and that theyr 
fowles were due to god. And in the xvii. chapiter 
of Mathcwe it appeareth, that Chrife bad Peter 
paye tribute for hym and his difcjples, whan it 
I was demaunded of hym. And Chrifte, as man, 

wolde not chaunge the order of obejfaunce to 
worldly princis by their fubieftes, whiche he as 

I god with his father had ordeyned before his Tn- 
earnation, as faynfte Paule teftifieth, fayenge, 
Worldely powers be ordeyned of god, & ther- 
fcre who fo euer refyfteth them dolhe refyfle god, 
HAud 
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IT And that Chrifte hyin felfe wolJe not reigne 
here m enh, by a worldly and tcmporall kynge- 
dome, it appereth in the vi. chapiter of John, 
where, after he haddc fcdde fyue thoul'aiide Jewes, 
befyde3 women and chylder, with fyue barley 
louES and two fyfties, and the Jcwes wold haue 
taken hyni, and made hym tbeyr kynge, he 
fledde from theym, and wolde not confent vntn 
them, for the kyngdom that he came to ferchc 
here in erthe was not a worldly and temporal 
kyngedome, but a heuenly and fpyrituali kynge- 
dom, that is to faye, to reygde fpintuallyc, by 
grace and faythc in the hartes of all chriflen 
and failhfull people, of what degree or of what 
nation fo euer they be, and to tourne al people. 
ic nations, whiche at his comming were carnall 
& lyued after the luftes of the fleflie, to be fpi- , 
ritual, & to lyue after the iuftes of the fpirite^'. 
that CbriRemyght fpiritiially, with his father of 
heuen, reigne in theharles of all men, whiche 
heauenly kyngedome faynfte John Baptift in lh«- 
D 2 deferle 
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dcferle preachcJ ofte to the Jewea, fayenge, He- 
pent you, and amend yourlyuesjforilickyngetlome 
of heauenisat liande. After whofe death Chrifl, 
intendynge to manyfefte hym felfe to ihc worlde, 
beganne his prechyng lykewyfe, fayenge, Do 
penaunce, for ihe kyngdom of heuen is at hand. 
And it is plainly exprefled in ihexiii. chapter of 
Matth. in the parable lykening the kingdom of 
heucn to a man, which dyd fowc good fede in 
his field, and after whyles he flepped, bis enmy 
dyd fowe euyl fede in ihe fame, for Chrift ex- 
poundyng that parable, faith. The good fede be 
the chyldern and inheritoiirs of ihe kyngedome, 
fo the kyngedome that Chrifte feekelh here in 
erthe is a fpirituall and heauenly kyngedome. 
, And Chrifte fayde to Pylale, in thexviii. chapi- 
I ter of John, My kyngdome is not of this worlde. 
I And therfore thofe that go about to make of 
I Chriftis fpyrytiiall kyngdome a worldly kyng- 
I dome, do falle into errour of fome herclykes, 
; that loke that Chrifte after ihe daye of iudge- 
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meiit fliall reygne with all his fayntes here in 
«rihe carnally ia Hienifalem, as the Jewes doo 
beleue that Meflias is yet to come, and, whan he 
fliall come, he ftiall reigne worldly in Jerufa- 
lem. 

1[ So we doo fee, that Chryfte lefie the worlde- 

ly kyngedomes to prynces of the world, as ia 

before expreffed. But hecommytted thepreach- 

ynge of this heauenlye kyngedome to his apof- 

lels, gyuynge to them lyke commidioii and 

equall aufloritic to preache & teche the famei' 

through all the worlde ; fayeng, in the iaft chapy- 

ler of Mathewe, after the wordes before declared, 

'liat all power was gyuen to hym in heuen and 

ill erthe. Go ye forthe and teache all nations, 

baptyfynge theym in the name of the father, 

and of the fonne, and of ihe holy gofte, leach- 

Vnge them to kepe all ihofe thynges whyche I 

^"»aue commaundcd you. Chrifle alfo, in the xx.' 

*^lriapter of John, fayde the euenynge after hiftif' 

tfarrcftionj whan he appered to his difciplei,^' 

the 
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the dorea beinge fliiitte, As my father haih fentC' 
me, I do fende you ; and after he had fo fayde, 
he brelhed vppon them, fayinge, Whofe fynnes 
fo euer ye (hall ftirgyiie, be forgyuen ; and whofe 
fynnes ye fhall releyne be reteyned. And lyke- 
wyfe had faide to ihem all before his death, in 
the xviii. chapter of Mathewe, What thynges fo 
euer ye fliall bynde vppon enhe thai be bounde in 
heauen, and what thyngea fo ciier ye (hall lofe 
Tppon erthe fhal be leufed in heauen, vvhiche 
power he gauc to them all equally aud like, as 
well to all the refydewe as to Pettr, whiche 
aii&oritic Chrifte dcclareth, in ihc x. chapter of 
Luke, to be hyghe, and to be regarded of all 
men, and not to be contemned in any wyfe, 
fayinge, He that herilhyou, herith me, and he 
that herith me, herelh my father of heuen that 
hath fent me : and he that defpifelh you. dc- 
fpyfeth mc, and he that defpyfeth me, defpyfeth 
my father of heuen, that hath fent me. At the 
day of iogemeute Sodoma and Gomorra, wbiche 
harde 
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turde not of CbriCt, Oial be iu better cafe than- 
fuch defpyfers Qia\ he, 

T Bui here ihe byfhoppe of Rome fteppeth in, 
and faith, Peier hadile au^^orite gyuen to him 
«baue all the refydue of the apodels, for Chril^e 
f«yde to hym in the xvi. chapiier of Maithewe, 
Tbou arle Peter, and vpoa this rockc I (hall 
bylde my churche, and I fliaU giue the the kei* 
of the kyngcdoRie of heuen, and what fo euor' 
tbou Ihalt byude vpon erthc Oial be bound m 
ibe beuens. This faydc Chrift. And faynAe 
Peter is buryed at Rome, whofe fucceflbr I am, 
and oughie to rule the churche as Peter dyd, and 
to be poner at hcauen gates, as Peter was. Ant^ 
Cbriiie fayde alfo to Peter, after his refurredioDj 
Fede my Oiepc, which wordes he fpake to hym 
onelyi fo that therby he had au^orilie uuer all 
9h»i b« of Chiiftis flocke, and I, as his fuc- 
veflbiir, haue the fame, and therfore who foo 
^»yl not obey me, kyuge or prince, I wyl curfe 

Band depriue hym his kyngedome or feigno> ] 
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: for all power is gyuen to me that Chrifle 
bad : and I am his vicar general, as Pctcr was 
here in ertlie ouer all, and naae but 1, as Chrilie 
is in heuen. 

This ambitious and poinpoufe obie£tion is 
made by hym and his adherentes : and halh of 
late yeres mocb troubled the worlde, and made 
difcention^ debate, and open warretn all partes 
of Chryftendome, and nouryffhed the fame. But 
yf the byfftioppe of Rome wolde take ihofe places 
after the right fenfe of them, as both theapoftels 
them felfes taughte vs, and all the auncieui bede 
lerned, and moofte holy inlerpretours do ex- 
pound them, the worlde Ihulde be more at quiel- 
nefle thaii it is, where nowc by wrongc interpre- 
tation the fcripture is pemerted, and an other 
gofpell in that poynt preacbed vnto vs than euer 
the apullels preached, foo that thoughe an aun- 
gell came from beuen, and wolde tell vs fuchc 
newc expufitions of thofe places as is now 
made, to turne the wordes which were fpoken 
for 
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for fpirituall au£toritie, of preachynge the worde 
of god, and mlniftringe of the facramenteSj to i 
worldly auftoriiie, we oughte to reie£te hyni, as 
faynt Paule faythe in the fyrft chapiter to the 
Galaihiens. 

If But to open the true fenfe of the fcripturc 
in the places aforefayd, it is to he obferued that 
Chrifte, in the fayd xvi. chapiter of Mathewe, 
afked his dyfcyples, whom men dyd fay that he 
was. Whervnlo after anfwere giuen by them 
diuerfly, fome fayinge that he was John the Bap- 
tift, fonie faying that he was Ely, fonie faying 
ihai he was Jeremie, or oone of the prophetcs, 
Chrifte alted them. Whom do ye fay that I am ? 
whervnto Peler anfwered fur them al, for of al 
them the queftion was artcedj as he was always 
redy to make anfwer, Thon arte Chryfte the 
fonne of god that lyueth. Jefus anfwered, Eleffed 
be thou, Symon the fonne of Jona, for flelli and 
blond hath not reucled this vnto the, but my 
father whiche is in heueii, and I fay to the. 
Thou 
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Thou arte Peter, and vpon tliis rocke I ihall byldc 
my cburche, and tht; gates of hell ihall not pre- 
uayle agaynfte it, that is to faye, ypoii this 
rocke of thy confeflyon of nne to be the foone 
of god, I fiiall bylde my churche. For Ihis 
confeffion conteyneth the hole fummaryeof our 
faythe and faliiaiion, which confeflyon fyrfte was 
■fpokenby the nioulhe of Peter, who of all the 
xii. apoftelles that Chrifte chofe to fendc into 
the worlde to preache his word, was the fyrft 
that with his mouihe vttered that confeflyon 
and knowlegynge by which all Chriften men 
mutl be faued, and without whyche noo man 
can be faued ; as it is written in the x. chapter 
to the Romains by Paul, The worde of faythe 
that we do preache, is at hande iu thy mouthe 
and in thyne harle, fur if thou confeffe with 

kthy mouthe oure lorde JeCus, and with thy hart 
do beleue that god rayfed hym fronie death to 
lyfe, ihou (halt be faued. Upon this fyrft con- 
feffion of Peter, and not vpon the perfon of 
Peter, 
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Peter, the church is bylded. As Chryfoftom ex- 
poundeth that place, in the xxvi. fermon of the 
fcaft of Pentecoft, faying, Not vpon the petfon 
of Peter, but vpon the faylh Chryft hath bylded 
his churche. And what is the failhe ? This. 
Thou art Chrift the fonne of god that liueth. 
What is to fay, Vpon this rocke ? that is, vpon 
this confeflioD of Peter. And with this fayenge 
of Chrifoftome, all auncient expofytours treat- 
ynge that place, do agree. For if we {hulde 
expound that place, that the Churche is bylded 
vppon the peifone of Peter, we fliuld put aa 
other foundation of the churche ihaii Chrifte, 
wbyche is dyreftedly agaynft faint Paule, faying 
in the iii. chapiter of the fyrfte epiftle to the 
Corinthians, no man may pulte any other foun- 
dation, but that whiche is put alredy, whiche ii. 
Chrifte Jefu, and therfore ihatexpolition, tbat the 
perfonne of Peter fhoulde be the foundation of 
the church, fliuld make of the trinitie a quater-)' 
£ nitiCf 
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I nitie, and put a fourth perfon berydes the trij 
tie, to be the foundation of the churche. 

IT And this fyrfte confeffion of Peter by faithr 
that Chrifte is the fonne of god, is the preemi- 
nence and primacye, that Peter had before the 
other fpokcn of in the tenth of Mathewe, where 
in recitynge the names of the xii. apoflels chofen 
by Cbrifl, it is written, The fyrft is Symon 
Peter. For he fyrfte confefled that fayth, thai 
all men muft be faued by. For who fo dothe 
agree with Peter in his fayde fyrlle confefEon, 
as all the apoOels dyd, and as al we that pour- 
pofe to be failed inufle doo, fliatl be faued, and 
who fo doth not agree with that confeflion, Ihall 
be damned. 

5[ And where he is called by many auncient 
and holy interpretours of the fcripture for his 
faythe,fo[netyme the chycfe of the apofiels, fome- 
tyme the mouthe of the apoftels, fometyme the 
prynce of the apoftels, fometyme the prefydente 
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of the hole churche, all thcfe honorable namei 
be atlribute by theym vato hym for his forfaydc 
fyrfte confeflion, wherin all our faith is coiiteyn- 
cd. And bycaufe he was of all the apoftels niofte 
ardent in faylh, and feared not beinge in great 
lempefte on the fee, vpon Chriflis worde, to 
come oule of the fliyppe, and go to hym vppon 
the water, beinge in great rage, whiche his dede 
declared hia fayth to be meruailoufly vehement 
4n Chrifte. 

5r The greatnes and vehcmency alfo of hit 
fayth was declared in the ii. Hi. and iiii. chapi- 
ters of the a^eg, whan the Jewes in the begynt' 
nyngc, wilhftode the apoftels preachynge the 
faythe of Chryft. For that Peter as moft ardent 
in faithe of all the apoliels was ciier mofle redye 
10 defende the faith ageynft the impugners of it, 
Ipeaking for ihem all vnto the people in dc^ 
tenfe of it, for the feruente loue that he bare 
Chrifte. 

if And as Peter was moofte ardente in faytl; 
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in whtchc he bad of god a moolle fyngular gyfte, 
fo was Paule mode feruen in zele bothe to wynne 
the Jewes lo Chrifte, defyrynge the faluation ot 
his countrey to wynne them to Chrifte, and 
wyffliynge hym fdfe in a maner to baue ben fe- 
psrate from Cbnlle, foo that they myghte baue 
)xne faued ihcrby : as il is written in the be. 
chapter to the Romaynes, and alfo in xele>' 
Wynne all the genlyles and other nationk- 
Chryft, as he wryteth in the fecondc epyfile to 
the Corinthians in the xi. chapire, faying, Who 
is weake, and I am not weke with bym i who is 
offended, and I am not offended with hym ? 
where he fpeaketh alfo of the care that he toke 
for all churches, whiche his feruent zcle doth 
appere in many places of all his cpiftles. 

% And as Paule was feruent in zeale, fo was 
John the Euangelift mofl excellent in innoccncy 
& in charylie. Whervnto he chie6y exhorteth 
al men in his firfl: epiflle. And al other the apol^ 
Icls had their fpeciall gyfies dyuerily gyuen vnto 
them. 
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them, as the giftes of altnighly god be giucn di- 
uerfely, and not all to one man, as It is writen 
in the xii. chapiter of the fyrfle epiftle to the Co- 
rinthians. And aE Chrifle is called by faynfte 
Panic in thexv. chapiter of the fyrfte Epiftle to 
the CorimhiaDS the firftfruite of ihofe that rofe 
from deth to iyfe, fo is Peter called the firfte in 
faythe, for he was the fyrfte that with his mouthe 
confeflcd it. And Epenetiis is lykewyfe callyd 
by faynt Paule the fyrfte that bekiied in the 
churche of Alia, in the xvi. chapter to the Ro- 
niaynes. And the honfliolde of Stephan is the 
fyrfle that beleued In Achaia, in the lafte chapiter^ 
of (he firfl epiflle to the Corinthians. 

- V And that Peter fliulde not haue a rule abouc 
all other the apoftels in all places, faynt Panic 
playnely fheweth in the ii. chapter to the Gala- 
ibians, where he faith, that as the apoftelftiyp of 
the Circumciiion, that is to faye of the Jcwes, 
waBgyuenhy Chrifte to Peter, fo was the apof- 
t«lfiiyp of the gentyls gynen to me among the ~ 
E 2 gentill, ~ 
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gemll9> fo that there they deuided them Mfis 
afonder that Peter, James, and John, fliulde go 
preache the faith to the Jewes, and Paule and 
Barnabas {hulde go preache to the gentyls, as 
theydyd. Here it appereth, that Paule knewe 
no priniacie of Peter, concemynge people or 
places, but among the Jewes. For whichecaufc 
Peter diflembled in Anlioche to eate of the gen- 
tyls meaies, whan the Jewes came thither, lefte 
he fhoulde offende his llocke of the Jewes com- 
initted to hym, in whiche matter Paule dePentl- 
yiige the lyberiie of meates that he hadde 
preached to the gentylea, wilhftode hym. And 
faynte Ambrofe expoundynge that place faythcj 
The prymacye of the Jewes was gyuen chyefiy 
to Peter, alt be it James and John were ioyned 
with hym, as the prymacye of Gentylea was 
gynen to Paule, Albeit Barnabas was ioyned with 
hym, foo that Peter had not a rule ouer all. 

H And alfo that fayn£te Peter hym felfe knewe 
no fuche primacye ouer all people and plac 
gyiM 



gyuen vnto hym, happcreth playnly in the x, of 
the a£te3, where faint Peter after the commynge 
of the hotye goofte, beinge at Joppa, and fenlfor < 
by Cornelius to come to hym than being in 
Cefarea, durOe not go to hym without a vylioii , 
uf a flictc latten downe from heaiien, conteyn- 
ynge all maner of bealles, byrdes, and ferpentes, 
whereof he was bydden cate, and repute not 
Ihofe ineates vncleane, that god had purged. 
Whiche vyfioii opened wnto hym, that he Oiulde 
not refiifc tlie gentyls, whom the Jewes dyd ab- 
horre as rni^leanc. Nowe if he hsd knowen his 
ccrmmiflion to be ouer all, he fhulde not haue 
nedcd any fticbe vifyon, but he hym fetf vndcr- 
ftodc it, not fo large or aboiie the other. But he 
remembred well, thai Chritle in the laAechapy- 
tcr of Luke, badde them begynne fyrile at Hie- 
nifalem lo preachelo the Jewes, as he dyd. And 
after hie rcliirnc to llierufalcm ajjeyn from Ce- 
farea, be made a great excufe lo the Jewes of hii 
flockc ofiende«l with bit goinge thither, wrilQn 
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in the xi. chapiter of the &&es, foo it apperethe, 
that Pcler hym felfe dolhe agree with fayntc 
Paule, thai his commifGon and auftorUie was 
amonge the Jewes, as Paules was anionge the 
gentyls. 

% Ani that all the apoflels had like dignilie 
and andloritic, it appereth by faynte Paul in the 
ii, chapter to the Ephefians, where he faithc, 
Nowe ye be not gueftes and grangers, but ye be 
citifens and domeftikea of almyghty god bylded 
Tppon the foundation of the apoftelles and the 
prophetes, Chrifl beinge the corner ftone vpoti 
whom eiiery edifyce bylded groweth to be a holy 
temple in cure lorde. Here he fayih, that they 
be bylded not vppon the foundation of Peter 
onely, but vpon the foundation of the apoftelles, 
fa that all they be tn the foundation fet vpon 
Chrifl; the very roeke, whervpon the hole church 
llandeth. So lykewife in the xx\. chapter of 
the Apocalypfe it is wrytten, that the wall of 
heuenly Hierufalem, the citie of almyghle god, 
whyche 
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rbyche is ihe churche, ChriAis efpoufe, hath 
pdi> foundations, and la theym the names of the 
xii. apotlels wrylten, fuo that the name of Peter 
is not there wrytten onely, for the xii. apoflels 
ihroughe all the wor]de,as well as Peter, preached 
Chrifl to be the fonne of god, who is the 1 
rocke whervpon all our fayth is founded. 

Ij* Sayn&e Cyprian alfo faylhe in his boke of 
the limplicitie of prelates, that all theapofiela 
had cfjuall power and dignitie gyuen to them by 
Chrift. And bycanfe all Ihulde prcache oone 
thynge, therforc the begynnynge therof fyrfle 
beganne by one, whiche was Peter, who confeiTed 
for them all, that CbriA was the funne of god 
that lyueth, fayinge further, that in the churche 
iherc is one ofTyce of all byffhops, whcrof eueryc 
mau hath a parte allotted holly voto hym. 
Nowe if the byfliop of Rotne may nicdle ouer 
all, where he wyll, then eueryc man hath not 
bolly his parte, for the byffliop of Rome maye 
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uedle in liis pane w'uh hyiDj foo that he hatVl 
tiot holly, which is agein Ciprian. 

IT And where Ghrifte fayd, that he wold gyii^ 
to Peter ihe keyes of heauen, that waa fayd lo 
hym not for hyiii felfe onely, but for the hole 
churche, whiche confeflynge the faithe that he 
tlyd, ihulde haue the keys of heauen as well at 
he, as faint Augutlin fayth, expoundynga i 
gofpel of John in the fyfty treaty. 

5r And as to the aufloriiie of the laAe chapter 
f John, where Chrift faid thrife to Peter, Fede 
' my ftiepc, after he hadde conFefled to loue Chrift, 
thrife afked, that place is, as Cyrlllus fayth, ex- 
poundynge the fame, thus lo be vuderftandc : 
that btcaufe Peler hadde thrife denyed Chriftr, 
wherby he thought hym fclfe he had lofte his 
apofteifhyp, Chrifte to comfortc Hyoi ageync, 
and to reftore hym to his offyce, that he had 
lofte, aflced hym thrife, whether he loued hyoi, 
and fo reftored him ageyne lo his ofFyce, whiche 
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cIs he durfte not haiie prefiimed vntOj fayeng to 
hytn, Fcde my fliepe. With whiche expofilion 
the ancient holy expofilours of that place do 
agree. 

% And where it is faydc, that ihofe wordetl 
were fpoken oneiy to Peter, wherby he ought! 
to haue a preeminence aboue the other, Sayutl 
Paule in the xx. chapiter of the actes proneth.1 
ihe contrar)'c, where faynt Paule fayde to all thti 
byflhopi afTcmblcd at Milete, Take heede la 
yeure felues, and to all your flocke, in which< 
tbc holy goofte hath put you to gouerne hUj 
churche, whiche worde. To gouerne, is in th^l 
origynall texle of Greke Pimenin, ihe famej 
wordclhat Chrifle Tpakc to Peter, and doih fi^l 
nify to fede and gouerne the (hepe, as the fhepe- J 
hcrdc ought to do, fo that faynte Paule fayth, J 
that the holye goofle halh ordeyaed all byHiopt ^ 
to fede their flocke, as faynle Peler was bydden 
do. Saynt Peter alfo in the lade chapiter of hii 
fyrfteci-yftle fayth. Ye that be pricftes, fede the 
aocke 
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flocke of god emongefteyou, whicheworde there 
fpoken to all priftis is the Tame worde that ChriAe 
fpakc to Peter. 

% So it apperelh playnely by the fcriptures 
afore fayde, conferred to gether, that nother the 
xvi. chapter of Malhew nor the xxi, of John 
do proucj that Peter had power, auftorilie or dyg- 
nitie gyuen by Chryfte ouer all the other, thai 
they fhiilde be vnder hym, and yel his primacie 
that he 6r({e of al the apoflels confcfled our 
ftyth, that Chrifte is the fonne of god, with 
whiche his confefflon all the apoftels dydde coti- 
- fente, and preched the fame, llatideth dill. And 
all Ihat wyll be faued miiftfolow that leflbn that 
he firft laughte vs to coufefle. And foo the byf- 
fhoppes of Romes power ouer all, whiche he 
wolde prone by thofe places wrong alleged for 
his pourpofe, vtterly qualeth, and is not proiied. 
^ Belides this, whan Fauflinus legate to the 
byftiop of Rome alleged, in the vi. counfel 
Carthaginenfc, that the byffliop of Rome ought 
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to haae the orderynge of all great matters in all 
places by his fuprcme aiiitoritie, he alleged nu 
fcripture for him, for at that time no fcripture 
was thought la make for it : but he alleged, vn- 
truciy, the fyrfte general! counfayle Nicene, in i 
whichc Arrius the herelyke was condemned, to ^ 
make for that pourpofe, which after the boke 
was brought forth, and no fuche article foiuide in' | 
it, but the conlrarye, yet the counfelle at that j 
lytne fcnt lo Coiillaoiinople, Alexandria, and] 
Antioche, where the palryarchall fees were, hf I 
bane the true copye of the caunfel Nicen^ | 
whicbe was Tent vnto theym, and alfo froni: J 
Rome, whether they fenlc alfoo for that pout* ] 
pofc. And after ihcy founde noo fuchc an 
it, but in the fyfth chapyier therof the contraryCj J 
ibai all caufcs ecclcliaflicaU fhulde eylher be dc^l 
tcrmyncd within ihediocefe, or cites yf any wert'a 
pvncd, 'than to appcale to ihc counfd prouln'*! 
ciall, and there the mailer to take ful ende> 
Ihftt for no fuche caufes men (hulde go out ofl 
F thewT 
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Iheir prouinccj the hole coiinrell Carthaginence 
wrote to Celeftine, at that tyme beinge byffiiop 
of Rome, that fens the councel Nicene had no 
fuche article in it, as was vntrewely alleged by 
Fauftinus, but the contrarye, they defired hym 
to abfteyn after to make any more fuche dc- 
maunde, dcnoimcynge viilo hym, that they 
wold not fuffre any caufe, great or fmall, to be 
brought by appele out of their countrey. And 
thervpon made a lawe, that no man fhuld ap- 
peals out of the countreye of Aphrike, vppon 
peyne to be denounced accurfed. Wherwith the 
byfhop of Rome euer after held hym content, 
and made no more bufyncs with them, feinge he 
had nought to fayeforhym felfe to the contrary. 
And at this counfel, amongeft other, faynt Au- 
guftiiie was prefentc, and fiibfcrybed the fame, 
whyche he wold not haue done, if he had knoweii 
or taken any parte of ihe gofpel or of the fcrip- 
ture to be contrary. 

If It is pJfo dttiTmyned in the vi. article of 
the 



r 



Byflhop of Durefme. 



the Tayd coutifel NJcene, that in the orient 
the byibop of Antioche fhouldc be chiefe, iti 
E^ple the by(hop of Alexandria, about Rome 
the byfliop of Rome, and lykewife in other 
countreycB metropolilaos fhiilde haiie their prc- 
emynence, fo that the byffliop of Rome i 
haddc medlyngc in Ihofe coiinlreys. 

II And in the next ariicle folowynge, the I 
byOiop of Hiemralem, which citie before had J 
bene diRroyed and almoUe defolate, is reflored ti I 
his olde prerogatiue to be ihe chiefe in Paleflyne I 
and the countrcy of Jure: whiche churche of 
Hierufalein, if places fhulde be regarded, (hoiilde 
be ihe chiefe, for there was accomplyfrtied the 
miflery of our redempiion, and Clirift hym felfe, 
Ihe ciernall worde and Tonne of god, there 
preached in perfonne, and, after his afcencion^ I 
all the apoftels & difciples, and faynde Paule J 
^fo preached there in perfon: the bote xii. apof^iJ 
id* began fyrft there, as Chrift had commandetM 
to haue the faying of Efai (he prophcte ia the ii; 
chapter J 
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chapter fulfilled, where he faub. The law ftiatl 
go forth out of Sion, and the word of god out 
■ of Hierufalem, whyche place faynl Hierome 
there expoundytig faylh, that the churche fyrllc 
founded at Hierulalem dyd fowe abrode al other 
cburcheE of the worlde. And at that tyme, and 
a good feafon after, fiome had not hard tel of 
Chritte> fo that the Churche of Rome mufle 
nedes confelTe that they came out of Hierufalenij 
which was their mother, as ihe was to all 
churches, as Efai had prophecied. 

^ And nowe fens the pourpofe and ambyciotis 
obie£tion of the biihop of Rome is clercly auoyd- 
ed, let vs retourne to our purpofe, to declare 
what commyfTyon was gyuen by Chri(l to his 
apollels. We fhewed byfore that he bad iheni 
preache and tcache to all men all thynges that 
be had commanded theym : and in ihex. chapy- 
ter of Matthew and of Luce, he Aieweth them 
. howc ihey fliall enter iheyr charge, fayeng, Into 
what howfe or place fo euer ye fliall arriue, 
fyrflc 
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fyrlle ye lliall faye, Peace be to ihis howfe : and ■ 
if the child of peace be there, he {hall receyuic 
you, and yf they wyll not receyue you, than go- 
fiirihe oute of the howfe or citie, and wype the 
dtifte of your ftioes agaynft (hem, in wylnefle of 
youre laboitre : for Sottoma and Gomorra ihall be 
in betlcr cafe ai the day of Judgement than they 
that wol not here you. And as Chriiie com^ 
maunded theym to make theyr enlre with men- 
cion of peace, fo 6'''»fie him felfe after bis niar-i 
reftion, apperynge to bis difciples the euenynge 
ncKl after, whan the doores were Ihutte, fayengc 
to theym, Peace be with you. And the apollelt 
in theyr epiftlcs do begynne wilb defyrynge 
grace and peace to be ivith iheym, to whotne 
ihty wr)-le. Chriftc fayihe alfo in the ziii. 
chspiter of John, By this Ihall all men knowe 
that ye be my difcyples, yfye louc ccbc other. 
TtK where charitic is, there can be no debate^ i 
bm all |>eace, and where it lackeih, difcorde doihe- 1 
enfue. Chryft faydc alfo lo hisapollels in the Iji. 
F 2 chapiter 
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chapiter of Marc, Hauc peace amongeA you. 
SaiiU Paul fayth alfo to ihe Hebrues in the xij. 
chapiter, Folowe peace with al men, and holy- 
nes, withoute whiche no man Ihall fee god. And 
in the xii. chapiter to the Romaynes he fayth. 
As moche as is in you, hauc peace with all men, 
and in Ihe xUii, he fayth. That the kyngdome of 
god is iudice and peace and ioy in the huly gol). 
And Chrill, whan he fliuld go out of ihii worlde, 
left to his difciples peace, fo '^at peace and cha- 
ritie ought to be emongeile al chriflen men, and 
who fo preachelh not peace, but debate, com- 
melh not fromc Chriile, but from Satan. 

fl But the byfliop of Rome, bycaufe he can 
not longer in this realme wrongfully vfe his 
vfurped power in all ihynges as he was wonie to 
doo, and fucke oute of this realme, by auaryce 
infaciabic, innumerable famines of money ycre- 
lyc, to the great exbauHing of the fame, he 
tberfore, moued and replete with furioufe ire 
and peftileule malice, goth about to ftirre all 
ChriRea 
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Chriften nations, that wyl gyue eares to his di- 
uellilhe inchautmentes, to moue warre againtlc 
this realnie of England, gyuynge it in pray to al 
ihofe that by his dyuellyfrtie infligaiion wyll in- 
uade it, whiche fewe wordes, to gyue it in praye, 
howc great myfchefe they doo conteyne, I (hall 
open to the thou trewe engtyflhe man. Fyrfte 
to make this realme a praye to al venturers, al 
fpoylers, all fnaphanfes, all forlurnehopes, all 
cormeraunlea, all rauenours of the worlde, that 
wyli inuade ihis realme, is to fayCj thou poflef- 
fyoner of any landes of this realme, of what de> 
gree fo cuer thou be, Fro the highell to the low- 
etl, {halte he llayne and dyflroyed, and thy landci 
taken frome the by thofc ihat wyl haiie al for 
ihem felfes. And thou niayfte be fure to be 
flayne, for they wyllc not fuffer the nor none of 
ihy progeny to lyue to make any clayme after- 
ward, or to be reiicngcd, for that were theyr, 
vnfuertie. Thy wyfe fliall be abufed btfore ihyi 
face, thy doughter likewife devoured before thi 
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thy chyldem flayne before thyne eyes, ihyne howfc 
fpoyled, thy caUeil dryiien away and folde before 
thy vyfage, thy plale, thy money by force taken 
from the. Ail ihy goodes wherein thou had any 
delyle, or had gathered for thy chyldren, rauened, 
broken and cliftrybiite in thy prefence, that 
cuery raiienor may halie his (hare. 

^ Thoa raarchant art fure to be flayne, for 
ihou hafteeyiher money or ware, or both, which 
they ferch for. Thou byffliop or prieft, what fo 
euer thou be, Halt neucr efcape, bycaufe ihou 
woldeftc not take the byfliop of Romes parte, 
and rebell agayn(t god and thy prince, as he 
doth. If thou fhalte flee, and fcaape for a fea- 
fone, what fo euer thou be, thou (halt fe 8c here 
of foo myche myferje and abhomynation, that 
thou llialte itidge them happye that be deade be- 
fore. For fure it is, thou fhaUe not fynally 
efcape, for to lake the hole realms in praye ii to 
kylle the hole people, and to take the place for 
them felFes. As they wyll do if they can. 

f AncI 
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^And the byfliopof Rome nowe of late, tofet 
forth his peflylcnl inalyce ihe more, halh allured 
to his [lurpofe a fubie£le of this reahne, Raynolde 
Pole, commen of a noble bloudde, and thereby 
the more errant traytour, to go aboutc fro prince 
to prince, and from couutrey to cotmireye, to 
flirretheym to warre agaynll this realme, and to 
diHroy ihe fame, beinge his natiue contrey, 
whofe peftilent purpofe albeit the princis that he 
breaketh it vnto haue in mycbe abhominatioQ, 
bothe for that the byfliop of Rome (who beinge 
a byfliop ihulde procure peace) is a ftyrrer of 
warre, and bycaufe this mofte errant and vn- 
kynde traytour is his mynifter to fo diuelyfhe a 
purpofe to diftroy the countreye that he WM 
Uorne in, whiche any heathen man wolde ab- 
bprre to doo. But for all that, without Ibame 
he ftylle golhe on, exhortynge therevnto all 
princis that wyll here hym, who do abhorre to 
fe fuche vnnaturalnefTe in any manne, as be 
ihamles doihe fet forwardes, whofe pemicioufe 
treafons 
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'I'treafons laic fecretely wroughte againfte this 
e, haue benne by ihe worke of almygbty 
god fo raeruayloufly detefted, and by his owne 
brother, without lokynge iherforc fo difclofed, 
and coiidygne punyfhenient enfued, that here- 
after, god wyliynge, ihey fhall not take any more 
fuche role to ihe noyfauiice of this realme. And 
where all nations ofgentils, by reafan and by 
lawe of nature, doo prefen-e their countrey be- 
fore their parentes, foo that for theyr countreye 
they wyll dye agayntte their parentes beinge 
traytours, this peftilenl man, worfe than a pagan, 
is not afhamed to dellroy if he coud his iiatyue 
countrey. And wher as Curtius a hethen maa 
was contcnte for fauyng of the ciiie of Rome, 
where he was borne, to jeape into a gapyng of 
the erlh, whiche by the illufions of the dyuell 
was aunfwered {hulde not he flnitte, but that 
mude fyrAe haue one, this pemicioufe man 
contenle to runne heedlynge in to hell, fo that 
he maye deflroye therby his natyiie countrey of 
England, 
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England, being in that behalf incomparably 
worfe than any pagan. And befydes his peflylent 
treafon, his vnkyndneffe againft the kynges ma- 
ieflie, who broughte hymvpofa chyldc, and 
promoted both hym, and refiored his bloude, 
beingc allaynted, to be of the peres of this 
realnic, and gaue hym money yerely oute of his 
coflVrs to fynde hym honourably at ftudy, J 
makelh his treafon myche more detellablu to 
all the worlde, and hym to be reputed more 
wylde and cruell than any tygre. 

^ But for all this thou englylhe manne take 
courage vnto the, and be nothynge affrayd. Thou 
haft god on thy fyde, who hath gyuen this rcalme 
to the generation of englyfiiemen, to euery man 
in his degre, after the lawea of the fame : thou 
haft a noble, victorious and vertuous kynge, 
hardy as a lyon, who wyl! not fuffre the to be j 
loo deiioured by fuche wylde beaftes, only tak^ ] 
an cnglyfhc hart vnto the, and myftrufle noj A 
god, bill truft firniely In hym. And furely lb$ ] 
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ruine intended ageynfl ihe ftiall fall in their 
owne neckes that inlende it. And feare not, 
though the dyuell and his difciples he agaynfte 
the, for god, thy prote£loure, is ftronger than he 
and ihey, and (hall by his grace gyue hyni and 
them a fall. 

% And to iliewe vnio the, that god is on thy 
fydcj confyder, that it is wriiien in the vi. chap- 
ter of the prouerbes, that amongeft many crimes 
ihere reherfed that god haieih, chiefly he dothc 
deteftethofe perfoncs I hat fowc dyfcorde amonge 
iheyr brelherne, as all we chriften men he bre- 
thern vnder our heauenly father. Alfo it is 
written in the viii, chapter of John, that ihnfc 
(hat do Aire men to murder, he childern of the 
dyuell, wliiche was frome the begynnynge ot 
mankynde a murderer, and brought Adam to 
iynne, and iherby to deathe, as (he Jewes, his 
cbilder, ftirred the people to put Chrift to deth : 
laynt Paule alfo in the laA chapiter to the Ro- 
maynes warneth them to be ware of Ihofe that 
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do make diflention & debate among them 
ageynfte ihe doftrine thai he hadde taught them,, 
and byddeth them efchewe their company, wher- 
in the holy goofte wrought in Paule: forthefe 
many yeres pafte, lyttell warre hath ben in there 
partes of Chriftendome, but the byfihop of Rome 
eytherhath ben a ftyrrer of it, or a nouryfflier of 
it, and feldome any compounder of it, onleffe it 
were for his ambition or profile. 

if Whcrfore fens as faynle Paule faiihc in the 
xiiii. chapter of the fyrfte epyllel to the Corin- 
thiana, that god is not god of dilTenfion, but of 
peace, who commaundeth by his worde peace 
alwaycs to be kepte, we are fure that all thofe 
that goo about to breake peace betwcne realmes, 
and to brynge them to warre, ar the chylder of 
the dcuytl. What holy names Coo euer they prc- 
tende to cloke their pellileiU malyce withall, 
whiche clokynge vnder hypocrify is double dy- 
uelliffhenes, and of Chrifle mofte detelled, by- 
caufe vnder his bleiTed name they do plate the 
G deuyls 
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deayls parte. And therfore fens Chrift is on our 
tyde agaynft thetn, let va not feare them at all. 
But putting our conGdence in almyghtye god, 
and cleauinge fafte to the kinges maieflie, out 
fupreme bed in erth next vnder Chrift of this 
church of Englande, as faithfult fubieftes by 
goddis lawe ought to do, though they go 
about to ftire Gog and Magog Sc all the raue- 
nors of the worlde ageynll vs, we truft in god 
verily, and double not, but they flial haue fuch 
ft niine & ouerthrow, as is prophecied by Eze- 
chiel in the xxxix. chapiter, agaynd Gog and 
Magog going about to diflroye the people of 
god, whome the people of god fliaJl fo vanquifh 
and ouer throw on the mountaynes of Ifrae), 
that none of them (hal efcape, but their carksfes 
there to lye to be deuoured by kytes & crowes 
& byrdes of the ayre. And if they flial perfyft 
in !heir peftilent malice to make inuafyon into 
this realme, than lette vs wyflie that their great 
capteyne Gog, I meane the byfihop of Rome, 
maye 
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tnaye come with theym, to drynke with theym 
-of the fame cuppe, that he malicioully golhe 
about to prepare for vs, that the people of god . 
inyght after furely lytie in peace. -a I 

% Aad nowe that we haue fpoken of difobei- 
(lience done to man agayntle goddis lawe, let 
V3 fomewhat fpeake of difobedieflce dayly done 
to god by vs al againft goddia law, which oitr 
difobedience is fo greate, that the tonge of man 
can not exprefle itj for Chrifle faith in the xix* 
chapiter of Matthewe to hym, that afked what 
he fliulde do to come to. eueflaflyng lyfe. If 
thou wylt enter into euerlading lyfe, kepe the 
cooiDiandementes, whiche he there reheifed vn- 
to hym, whan he afked whyche they were : they 
be writteu in the xx. chapiter of Exodi, tenne in 
nomber. And bycaufel douhte not butyeknawe 
them, for brefenes of lyroe I flial omytte to re- 
herfe them. 

% In the o!de lawe, whiche expreffelhrewardes 
k temporall for the capacitie of the grofle carnall 
I people 
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people of Ifraell, manye worldly plcafures and 
rewardes be promyfed to the kepers of thofe 
CommanJcmcntes, and meruayious great troubles 
and peynes be threttened to the breakers and 
tranrgrelTours of them. All whichebe conteyned 
in the xxviii. chapiter of the Deuteronomye, in 
foo myche that in the vul. chapyter of ihat boke, 
the people of Ifraell is thretned by almyghtye 
god to be expellyd out of the lande promyfed 
vnto them, if they fliuld not kepe thofe com- 
tnandeoientes and lawes by hym gyuen vnto 
them. The prophete Dauid faythc alfo in the 
Ixxxviii. pfalme^ If the chylder of Dauid leaue 
my laweSj and kepe not my commandementes, 
I fhall with a rodde vylite their iniquities and 
Iheyr fynnei with beatynges. But our fauior 
Chrifle rcgardytige the forgetfulnes of mannes 
inemorye, lefte he (hulde not remember the hole 
nomber of tenne, bathe brought them all into 
two commandementes, compryfynge in eSe&. 
the bole tenne : of the which two exprefled in 
the 
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the xxii. chapiter of Matthewe, the fyrfte is, 
Thou fhah lone thy lorde god wuh al thy hart 
with all thy fowle, with all thy mynde. This is 
the fyrft and grealteft commatidement, contcyn- 
yng in it iiii. conimauiidenientes of the fyrfte 
table, whyche be ihefe. Thou flialte haue no 
other goddes in my fyght. Thou fhalte graue 
noo ymage of ihinges that be in heiien aboue or 
in erthe bcnetbe, or in the water vnder the erthe, 
nor with adoration worihyppe them. Thou ftialte 
not take the name of god in vayne. Thou Ihalte 
fanftitie ihy fabbotte daye. No man wyllebreake 
any of ihefe iiii. commauiideinentes that loueth 
god aboue all thyngc. 

5[ The feconcie commaundement gyueii there 
by Chrifte is tyke vnto the fyrfte, that thou 
(halle loue thy neyghboure as thy felfe, whyche 
comprehendeth all the vi. com maud em en les of 
the feconde table, whiche be thefe. Thou ihall 
honoure iby father and thy mother. Thou ftialte 
not commyllc auoutric. Thou flialle not locale. 
G 2 Thou 
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Thou ihalt not beare fals witnes. Thou fhaltc 
not lufte to haue thy neyghboura hous, nor his 
wyfe, nor his feruant, nor his mayde, nor any 
of bia goodes. No man that loueth his neygb- 
boure as him felfe wyl offend hym in any of 
thefe, for fens he loueth hym fclfe fo welle, that 
he canne not be content that his neyghboiir 
ftiall oifende hym in any of thefe, he in loiiyng 
his neyghbour as hym felfe wyll not ofTende his 
neyghboure in any of thefe. 

% In thefe two commandementes, fayth Cbryfte, 
all the lawe and the prophetcs be conteyned. 

1[ But for al this we ibus plainly beinge 
taught by Chride do fall heedlynge into all 
kyndes of vices, for where we oughte to loue 
god aboue all thyngc, we loue the worlde and 
worldly thynges aboue god ageynfle the counfell 
of fayn£te John, in the ii. chapiier of his fyrft 
epiftle. For we be fo giuen to concupifcence of 
the fleflie, that what foo euer it lullelh to haue, 
we minyfter it vnto it, to the concupifcence i 




our- eyes, that what fu euer we doo fee that Ilketb 
vij we wyl haue it by one meanes or other. 
"We be fo highe alfo of mynd and prowde in 
hart, that we wyl! mounte aboue our degree, 
fufferynge none lo be aboue vs, whiche thrc 
£iutes do comprehende all vyces of the worlde, 
fo that we maye faye with the propheie Ofee in 
his iiii. chapter. There is no truthe, there is no 
mercy or pitie, there is no knoweledge of god " 
lefte vpon the erth. Backbytynge, iyinge, mur- 
der, thefte, aduoutrie hathe ouerflowen the 
worlde. Pcriury reignelh eucry where, and 
great pylie it is to fee howe the precioufe name 
of almyghtye god is taken in vaine in all places. 
Noo olhe Ihulde be gyuen, but three ihynges 
concurrent, as Hieremy the prophete in his iiii. 
chapiter leachcth vs, that is to fay, In iudgement, 
whan a man Is called thither to Oiewe Ihe 
trouthe. And for iuAice there to be myniftred, 
to put away wronge doynge. And for trouthe, 
that falfehode may take no place there. Elles 
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no othe fhulJc be gyuen by goddis lawe, but we 
flmld affirme our faying by ye ye, and deny by 
nay nay, as Chrifte taughie va in the v. of Ma- 
thewe. But now euery thynge that we affirme 
or deny mufte haue an oibe coupled with it, 
whan men do bye or felle any ihynge, moo 
othes be oftelytnesenterchanged belwyxte them, 
than pens that the thyng is folde for. In com- 
munication and all pallinies, as manye olhes as 
wordes be vfed. In playenge at any games there 
thetearyngeof goddis name, and particular men- 
tion of a1] the woundes and peynes thai Chrifle 
fuffered for vs, be coiitiimelioufelye in vayne 

I brought forthe. If a muHer Ihuld betaken of 
fwearers, I ihynke that fume croked pecea ihoulde 
be founde, not able to take the kynges wages, 
that wolde fweare as grealte oihes, and as manyc 
of them, as the befte and molle able man on the 
ficlde. They thynke that greatte othes do make 
iheym to be of more eftymaiion, and therfore 
they fweare at euerye worde : but furely ihey be 
^ '"■"■ 
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Fowelye dcceyued, for olhes be ordeyncd where 

bede is that trewthe Ihall not peryffhe, and that 

dwy may fynyffhc debates amonge menne, as 

! 'ffeole fayihe in the fyxth chapiter to the He- 

ftrewes. But he that at euerye worde fweareih^ 

I ^eclareth playnely that noo credence is to be 

^yuen lo any his wordes, and therfore he loyn- 

-^ethe to euery worde an othe, as a fuertie of the 

'trewthe therof, knowledgyng the lacke of trewthe 

" "^o be in his wordes : as yf a manne wolde oflre a 

j^r"- fubftaotiall furetie^ whan he wolde borowe 

' -^^« P^iiyc of his neyghbour, he playnly (bulde 

;e his neyghbour thereby to thyoke, that he 

^were of noo credence that wolde for fo fmall a 

matter offer fo great a fuertie, where no nede ii 

fo lo do. 

f I feare me the great role of xx. cubites in 
Icngthe and x, cubytcs in bredihe> whicbe the 
prophete Zachaiie fawe fleinge in the aire in the 
», chaptre, whiche, as the siuigell (hewed to hym, 
dyd conteyn the great maledi<^ion of god ageinft 
theuet 
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Iheues and ageynft fwearers, that ihuIJe be iuged 
by it, do flye iiowe ouer our heedes. I pray 
god we mayeauoyd the danger of it, and ab- 
^eyn hereafter fo to take the name of god tn 
Vayne as is nowe commonly vfed. 

^ We doo profefle the faylh of Chryfte, and 
doo fpeake of the gofpell with cure mouthe, and 
baue the hooke ofte in oure faandes> but we 
lerne it not as we (hulde do, for the gofpel is 
giueD to vs to know god thereby, and to be a 
_ rule to lyue by i but we ntoche do talke of it, 
whidie is very well done, and yet we oothyng 
regard to amende our lyues iherby, and to lyue 
AS it byddeth vs ; but we doo vfe the gofpel as 
if it were a boke of problemes to dyfpute vppon, 
and care not to amende oure lyuynge, as it 
teacbeth vs, whyche {hall be to our great pu- 
nyfliement. For a feruant that knoweth bis 
lordes plefure, and not fulfyllynge it, is more 
greuoufely to be punilhed than he that knowelh 
it not, as Chrifte faylhe in the sii. chapiter of 
Luce. 
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Lace. We myche extolle fayth, as it is tnyche 
worthy. But workes and deedcs many men care 
not for, faycnge, god regardeth ihem nothynge t 
forfaithe alone iudifieth va, and notour workes, 
5f Here fyrrte of all it is to be obferued, that 
no dede nor worke that is doone by man without 
faithe, can etier hclpehym toheuen: for lyke as 
a man that rennelh out of the race, where the 
courfe is fette, though he runne neuer fo fafle, 
wynneth no game, fo a man that doth good 
dcdes morall, without faythe, deferueth of god 
norewardet for withoiite faythe it is impoHibte 
to pleafe god, as faynfle Paule fayth in the xi. 
chapiter to the Hebrues. But if be do good 
dedes with faith, than they be acceptable to god, 
and he wyll reward hym for them. And faynt 
Paule teachcth vs always to be occupyed in 
doyngc of good workes, for al be it no man 
may be iuftified by his workes alone, yet after 
he hath faith he mull ioyne good workes with itf 
yf he haue any tyme therlo, or els hit faith it 
vn prolyl able 
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vnprofytable vnlo hym : for the faythe that by 
grace dothe iu%fie, is the faithe that worketh by 
Cbarytic, as faynt Paule fayth to the Galaibians 
in the fyfte chapiter, and not an ydeli faith, 
whych faynt James in his cpillle calletb a deed 
faytbe. 

f Saynt Paul faytb alfo in tbe fecond chapiter 
to the Romains, that the herers of the lawe be 
not iulliiied before God, but the doers of tbe 
lawe. And faynt James, in his epyftle in the 
fyrfte Chapyter, doth lyken hym that heareth the 
worde of god, and dothe not thereafter, vnto a 
manne that lokelh in a glaffe, and after be haih 
foo doone, layeth it downe, and forgeltetb that 
be looked in it, and thynkelb of other matters, 

U And where they fay, that fayth alone iufti- 
fieth, that is vntrcwe, and agaynliefayn£te James 
in the ii. chapiter of his epiftell, fayenge, that a 
man is not iufli^ed by his faithe alone. Alfo to 
iuftification of a fynner repentance of his euyllc 
lyfe pafte is neceffarllye fyrfte requyred, and 
muftc 
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taa&e neJes be ioyned with faith before he be 
iuftiGed : for dies yf he repent not, he remayneth 
flyl in fynne, and fo he is not yet iufiified, and 
all the preachyug of Chrille and his apoAelles 
begynneth at repentance and penance, fo that 
faitbe without that can not helpe. Wherfore it 
is neiier true, that faith alone iuftifyeth, for 
grace of god mufte goo before faithe, and on our 
behalfe repentance and charitie inufle be ioyned 
with faythe. And as faith is the gyfte of god, | 
fo is penaunce, and fo is charitie, fo is hope: but 
the grace of gad, who granlcth all, golh before 
all. 

It Truth it is that our good dedes done before 
faithe, doo not iullilie for lacke of faith, but 
ioyned vnto faylhc, they doo helpe: or com- 
myng after faith, they helpc to make vs more 
iuliiiied, as it is writen in the xxi. of the apoca- 
lipfc. Let hym that is ryghlwyfe, be yet more i 
tufiiiicd. 

lAad that aimyghiye god requireth of vs 1 
H goodi 
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good workes, it appeareth in the xx't. cliaplter 
oFMathcwe, &: the xu of Marc, where Chrifte 
commynge to a figge tree, full of leaues, hauyng 
no fruile, whyche he fought in it, by hia curfe 
dyd make it fere : fo if we being the tre, bring 
not forth friiite of good workes, hauynge tyme 
therlo, neyther the roote of faythe, nor the 
leauea of wordes can alone heipe vs. Another 
parable in the xiii. of Luc proueth the fame, 
where a man hauynge a vyneyarde, and in the 
fame afygge tree that bare nofruite, baddecutle 
it downe, and at the requeft of his gardyner, 
fufTred it yet longer, to fe if donge layde to the 
roote wolde helpe it ; as oft almyghty god 
being the lorde of the vyneyarde, fuffreth vs 
beinge bareyne to haue fpace to repent, and 
bringe forth fruite of good workes. For it is 
written in the thirde of Matthewe, that eiiery 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruite, flial be 
cut downe, and cafte into the fyre. 

U After as our deedes be, fo (hall oure iudge- 
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Dient be, as Chrifte fayth in the ivi. of Mathcw, 
the fonne of man ftial come in ihc glorye of bis 
father with his aungels, and (hall rewarde euery 
man after his worker, Saynt Paul in the ii. 
chaptrc lo the Romaynes fayth alfo lykewife, 
that god wyll rewarde eueryc man after his 
dedes, good or euyll. And in the iiii. chaptre 
of the iyrlle epyftic lo the Corinthians he fayth, 
that euery man Ihall receyue his hyre, after as 
his labour is, foo that for good deUes done with 
faythe he (hall receyue rewarde, and for euel 
dedes done after fayth, or out of fayth, he Ihall 
receyue punifhenjent. 

IF Therforc thofe that fay, that god regardeth 
not oitr workcs done with faythe, do fay agaynll 
Chryft, and his doflrine gyuen to vs by hym, 
and by his apodelles. For fens our workes done 
with fayth be the meafure of our rewarde to be ' 
greater or fmaller, as they (hall be founde lo be 
greatier or fmaller, who foo faythe, that god 
r^ardeth not them, faythe he regardeth not Ihe 
meafure 
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meafure of our rewaide : and yet he fayth it 
fliall be meafured after our dedes done with 
faythe, and foo he faythe agaynll Chrllle. Saint 
Paule faythe alfo in the il. chapytre to the 
EpheGans, that by fayth, whiche is the gyfte of 
god, we be of newe create Jn Chryfte, and in 
good workes that we may waike forwardes in 
theym I and fens he hath create vs in good 
workes to walk in them, he Riiift nedes regards 
theym, or els he cared not what he create, which 
is blafphemie and denyall of his highc proui- 
ienee. 

H Nowe this holye weke we be bydden and 
called to come to the great fupper of our bleffed 
lorde Chryfte Jefus, and to eale of the heuenly 
meate and of the bred of lyfe, that came from 
heaiien, the bleffed body of our fauyour Jefu 
Chrifte in the facrament of the aulter, unto 
whiche we may not go in oiir fyltby and fpottcd 
cote, lefte we commynge thylhcr, not hauynge 
the cleane garmente of our foule, that we re- 
ceyued 
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ceyued at our baptifine, be expelled out of the 
fealle. And therfure we mufle oiake cleane our 
garmente, before we be bo1d£ to goo tbythcr. 
But I fearc me fore, led manylhall make fuch 
worldly cxcufes as he written in a parable 
the xiiii. chapiter of Luke, fome fayeng, ihey be 
iiewe maryed, and iherfore ihey may not come, 
whj'che do fygniSe men gyiien fo to carnall 
pleafure of the body, that ihey care not to co 
lo heuen : fome fayinge, ihey haue boughtefyu?^ J 
yoke of oxen, whiche doo fygnylye thofc that 
folowe the fenfualltie of theyr fyue fenfes and 
woridly bufynes : fome fayenge, that they haue 
bought a vyllagc, whiche fygnifie ihofe that pur- 
chafe landes here in ertbe, and care not by 
iaiihe and good liuynge to purchafe heuen. All . 
xvhiche fort of men lliall not lafte of thai fupper, 
as it is there written. But god forbyd, that any 
of vs (huld be of that forte. And iherfore lelte 
vs euery man prepare our felfe, and make cleane 
uur fpotted and fyliliye garment. Letle vs purge 
H 2 and 
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and purilie the tabernacle of our fowle, and make 
it a lodgynge worthy to receyue Chrifte into our 
houfe, and not to dyfdayn vs, for tlie fylthyntfle 
of our Tncleane lyuynge. 

H But howe maye this be done, and by what 
meaiies ? furely furely by no meane but by pe- 
naunce, and rfpenlaunce, and caJiyiige for mer- 
cye to all myghtye god with a forowfull harle, 
that we hauynge receyned Too innumerable bc- 
Dcfytes of god, fu lylel haue regarded our obe- 
dience to his commandementes, proudly and 
vnkyndly defpyfyng hyni, and more regarding 
our own wretched concupifcence and pleafure 
in all worldly dclyies, then god. Let vs folowe 
the exhortation of almightye god, fpoken to vs 
by the mouihe of Johell in ilie il. chaptre, fay- 
inge, Tiirne ye fynners againe to mc by faftynge, 
by wepynge, by mychc lameulyuge your my- 
ferable eftate, and teare funder your hartes, and 
not your clothes. Almyghty god wyll rather 
rcgarde a forowfull and conlryte bartc to dwell 
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in it, than al! the temples that we can bylde for 
hym. As it is written in the lafte ghapiler of 
Efai, Let vs knowlege and confelTe our owne 
fautes fyrCl, before we be accufed of them at 
indgement. Lette vs wepe for our vngracious 
lyFe : and fure it is, god wyll regarde our tearei, 
Dauid fayih in the Iv. pfalme, Almyghtye god, 
I haue fliewed my lyfe to the, and thou hafte 
putte my tcarea in thy fyghte. We that haue 
vfed our eyes all the yere in regardyng worldly 
pleafures, fo that through vehemenle ioye fom- 
tymes the learcs haue brafte out with myche 
iawghynge, nowe latte vs wepe, as Dauid lechelh 
v3 in the Cxviii. pfalme, fayenge to alrayghtye 
god, The teares haue brafle oute of my eyes, 
bycaofe they haue not regarded and kepte thy 
lawe. Let vs folowc the counfelle of faynt 
Paule in the vi. chapiter to the Romayoes, fay- 
enge to vs, As ye haue gyuen your members to 
ferue to iniuliyce, to do wronge. Too lykewylii 
gyue youre membera to ferue iultice to yoitl 
fan£tiGeng( 
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fanflificnge. Dauid faylh alfo in the vi, pfalmc, 
I haue trauayled in my waylyng, T ihal waflic 
eiierye nyghte my beddc with wepynge leares. 
And after that he faythe, God hathe herde ihe 
voyce of my wepynge, for god dothc regarde. 
leares commynge fbrthe out of a forowfull and 
contrile harte. If thou faye ihou candc not 
wepe, ihou doefle confefle thy folyc. For yf 
thou lefc by example any fubftance of worldely 
goodes, as' yf ihy houfe be robbed) thy fliyppc 
adcn with uiarchandyfe pcrylfhed in the fte, 
hy wyfc that ihou dyd loue, departed, ihy 
fonne deade, than ihnu canfte weepe mychc 
more ihanne ynougb : and where thy fowle is 
by fyunc departed from almyghiy god, whiche 
deparlynge from hym is the very dealhe of the 
libwle, and lyelh ftynkynge in fynne, not foiifo | 
tlayes as ihe body of Lazarus dyd in hia grauc 
but oiyche more ihaii foure monthes, yc thrifuj 
fourc iiionelhes, canft thou not wepe? Sui 
- thou hade grcftt caufc to lament thy felFe. FuJ 
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what exchaunge canft thou deuyfe to make. To 
dere to the as thy fowle is ? 

H Wherfbre Ictte vs with the fworde of the 
fpirite, whiche as faynl Paule fayth is the worde 
of god, make a quyckc facrilice of our felfes^ 
with a forowful hart, bycaufe we haue broken 
goddifi cominandementes, applienge the fharpe 
worde of god to our fynful! lyfe, that we may 
Iherwilh kyll our conciipifcences and al flelhly 
and worldly luAes, and fo makyng of our forow* 
full hart a facrifice to almyghty god, obteyne 
tis mercy thereby, aa he hath promifed to vb by 
Dauid in the fyfty pfaime, fayenge. The ftcri- 
^B^o god is a fpirite troubled with forowe, 
and thou God wylte not defpyfe a harie contrytB , 
and mekened, 

^ We muft brynge forthe fruites of our pe* 
Oance and repentance by the amendeniente of 
OUR fynfulle lyues, as faynfle John Baptyflc 
ftyde to the Jewes in the tbyrde ofMathewe. 
For God canne not be delnded with the fayre 
wordes 
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wordee only of a fynner, fayinge, I am a fynaer, 
and yet wyll not amend. For God loketh whe- 
ther thofe wordes come fro the harte heuig con- 
trite, whyche if they clydde, amendenient of the 
cuyll lyfe fliuld enfue, 8c good workes fhuld 
fpringe out, where the euyll dyd growe before, 
whiche newe fprynge of good workes is the 
fruyteof penaunce. 

If We mufl alfo go forwarde in the way of 
our lordc, and not llande ftyll, for elles we can 
not come to our lourneys ende. Dauid fayihe 
in the Cxviii. pfalme, The immaculate and vn- 
fpoUed men be blelTed, that do go forwarde in 
the way of our lorde. He that faiihe, that he 
dwelleth in Chryfte, mufte walke after Chrifte 
in his way, whiche is his commandementes, as 
he hym felfe dyd. As faynle John fayihe in the 
ii. chapiter of his iyrfte epiftle, and therfore we 
maye not ftand ftyll, but go on in doinge good, 
to our iorneys ende, as he dydde. Saynie Patile 
faythe to ihe Galathians in the vi. chapiter, Se 
that 
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that ye erre not, god can not be mocked, fugho 
SB 3 man dothe fowe, fuche (halt he reape : he 
that fowelh in the flefihe, {hall reape therof cor- 
ruption: and he that foweth in the fpirite, (hal 
of the fpirite repe lyfe euerlaftynge. Letle vs | 
not ceaffe in good doing, for we fliall reape it, i 
not fdilynge, whan the tyme commeth. Ther- 
fore whiles we haiie lyme, let vs do good lo all | 
men, and chiefly to the doraeftykes of our fayth. 
And as wc (hulde fludy to be ryche in faythe : 
for Chrirte dyd chofe fuche to he of his flocke, 
thoughe they were poore in worldly goodes. As 
faynt James faythe in the ii. chapyter of his 
epiftle, fo mufte we ftudye to be ryche in good 
workes. As faynt Faule faythe in the vi. chapi- 
ter of the fyrft epiflle to Timothe, where he 
byddeth hym tcache the ryche men of the worlde 
to be redye with iheir abundannce of goodes, 
to helpe the poore, and to make therby a trea> 
fiirc in henen : and to ftudye to be ryche in 
■ good workes : fo for thefe ii, rycheffes, the one 
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the rychefle of fayihe, ihe olher ihe rychefle o( 
good workes, we fliouldc chieBy ftudye, 

f Alfo Chryfte in ihe vi. of Mathewe dolh 
teache vs thre chiefe exercifes, whiche wyll con- 
ferregreally to the amendenieiit of our lyfe, that 
is to faye, faflynge to tame therby the inordynale 
luftes of the fleihe. AInieffe dede, to rEfra,yne 
coueiDufnefTe, and lo hclpe to redeme ourfyDnes 
therwith, as Daniel faithe in the iiii. chapiter. 
And prayer lo almyghtye god, iherby to abate 
^ur pryde and oulrequydauncc and arrogance, 
that we not truftynge of our felfes, but of his 
heipe, may aike uf hym thynges necelTary for vs 
from lyme to tymc. And that we flioiilde ofie 
praye, Chrifte leachetb vs by the parable of the 
wydowe, whiche by her importunitie and ufte 
ory«nge la the wicked Judge, that feared neither 
god nor man, obleyned at the lalie Juftyce of 
■hym. An it is written in the xviii. chapiter of 
Luc. 

51 We rede alfo of Chrjfte, (hat he fomc tyme 
prayed 
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prayed all njght to got], as it is wriUn ia the vi.. 
chapter of Luke. Aod Taint Pauls hyth to Ibft I 
Colo{Iians in the iili. chapiter, Gyue you tQ 
prayer, beinge vigilaot in it. Antl to TUaolhe 
lie wiytetb in the v. ehapiler. She lha,» trswoly 
is a wydowe, loUo her giue her felfe to prayer 
nyght and dayt. And to the Tbeflajoiucenfe 
he writeth in the v. chapyler of the fyrfie epif- 
tell, fayenge. Pray withom any day leauynge of, 
not that we fiioulde doo nothynge elks, but that 
we {houlde ofte, amongeft other thynges that 
we do, pray to almighty god, lauyng him Sc 
callynge hym to renoenibTaunce, that he may 
heipe vs, puttynge in all our dedes our confi- 
dence in hym, whiehe we myghte eafely do, 
briefely fayinge diuerfe lymes on the daye, 
thoughe it were but one Pater nofler at one j 
tyme, foo that Chrille thereby (huld be not far -^ 
from our remembrance : nor we fhulde not by 
worldely pleafures or buflnes (Iraye abrodc farre 
from hym, nor the deuyll {houlde not fo boldely 
I approche 
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approche vs, feinge vs alwayes viider the wynge 

and proteftion of our heauenlye father. And 

furely if we coulde thus dyfpofe our felfe, our 

alTaires (huM profper the more in this worlde, 

and we (hulde alfo thereby pleafe almyghty god, 

and come to the glorye euer laftynge, 

whervnto our fauyour Jefu Chrilt, who 

halh redcmcd vs, bryng vs all. 

Qui viuit ^ regnat cum deo 



pa (re 



imitate 
fpiritus per onmi 
cula feculomm. 
Amen. 
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